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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Sylvan "Smitty" Smith.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Sylvan "Smitty" Smith, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Sylvan "Smitty" Smith was born on March 7, 1932, a native of Michigan, and a longtime resident of Erlanger, Kentucky, and traversed these earthly bounds on December 19, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Sylvan "Smitty" Smith is remembered fondly by the community of Erlanger as a model citizen, who was filled with goodness and love for his fellow neighbors; and

WHEREAS, Sylvan "Smitty" Smith came to call the Commonwealth of Kentucky home in 1949, after joining the United States Army and being stationed at Fort Campbell where he was trained as a paratrooper; and

WHEREAS, Sylvan "Smitty" Smith remained a resident of the Commonwealth after his discharge from the Army because he had met, fallen in love with, and married a beautiful Kentucky girl, Janice Rosing, and the new couple settled in Erlanger; and

WHEREAS, Sylvan "Smitty" Smith worked for General Electric Aircraft Engines as an instrumentation mechanic and toolmaker until his retirement after 37 years of service and he also operated his own heating and air conditioning business, Smitty's HVAC, for many years; and

WHEREAS, Sylvan "Smitty" Smith's true professional calling began in 1954, when he began a 51-year career with the Erlanger Fire Department; and

WHEREAS, Sylvan "Smitty" Smith held various posts at the fire department, including the rank of firefighter, engineer, lieutenant, captain, battalion chief, chief assistant, and chief; and

WHEREAS, Sylvan "Smitty" Smith served as a Volunteer Fire Service Representative on the Kentucky Fire Commission from 1982 to 2005, and as president and retired legislative agent of the Kentucky Firefighters Association; and he helped create the Fallen Firefighter Memorial in Frankfort; and

WHEREAS, Sylvan "Smitty" Smith was honored as Firefighter of the Year in 1999 from the Northern Kentucky Area Development District, as an inductee into the first class of the Kentucky Firefighter's Association Hall of Fame in 2003, and with Fire Engine 51 and Erlanger Station One being named in his honor; and

WHEREAS, Sylvan "Smitty" Smith was a longtime and faithful member of Saint Henry Parish in Elsmere; and

WHEREAS, Sylvan "Smitty" Smith was the devoted and loving husband of Janice C. Rosing Smith for 53 years; and

WHEREAS, Sylvan "Smitty" Smith was the beloved father of Bruce Smith, Brad Smith, Beverly Fleet, Barb Exeler, and Bernie Smith; and

WHEREAS, Sylvan "Smitty" Smith was the proud and loving grandfather of nine grandchildren and the great-grandfather of four great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Sylvan "Smitty" Smith has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Sylvan "Smitty" Smith, and extends to his family and friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives recognizes that Sylvan "Smitty" Smith was deeply loved my his family and friends and the members further recognize his 51 years of service to the city of Erlanger as a dedicated firefighter.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Sylvan "Smitty" Smith.
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