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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden, and we pause in silent reverence for her soul.

WHEREAS, Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden had a deep affection for this Commonwealth and was known and respected by many in Kentucky as a civic and political leader who was internationally recognized as a developer in business and commerce; and

WHEREAS, Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden was born on January 2, 1926, a native daughter of the Commonwealth, and traversed these earthly bounds on January 8, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden made a point in her professional life to open doors to women that had previously been closed in the business and political world, and she accomplished this task many times over; and

WHEREAS, Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden began her professional career in 1944 in broadcasting at WHOP radio station, where she worked for 20 years and rose to the level of general manager of the station; and

WHEREAS, Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden went on in broadcasting to own a station, WNVL in Nicholasville, and as a national sales manager for five CBS stations; and

WHEREAS, Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden was a member of the Business and Professional Women's Club, where she served in positions on the state, national, and international level and served a term as its national president; and

WHEREAS, Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden was one of the first women in the country to be named to the board of directors for a Fortune 500 company, the Westvaco Corporation in 1969, and she was the first woman designated a Master Professional by the Industrial Development Research Council; and

WHEREAS, Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden served the Commonwealth as its first female State Commerce Commissioner when she was appointed to the post by then Governor Edward T. Breathitt; and it was during this time that 150,000 jobs were created statewide, unemployment was cut in half, and personal income rose by 30 percent; and

WHEREAS, Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden operated her own business, Peden and Associates, and helped to successfully locate businesses and industries in Kentucky; and she also proudly served as a former president of the Kentucky Derby Festival and on the Kentucky Commission on the Status of Women; and

WHEREAS, Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden was appointed to prestigious posts by three presidents: President John F. Kennedy appointed her to the President's Commission on the Status of Women that was chaired by Eleanor Roosevelt, President Lyndon Johnson appointed her as the only woman to the 12-member National Advisory Committee on Civil Disorders known as the Kerner Commission, and President Jimmy Carter appointed her to the Executive Committee of the White House Conference on Balanced Growth and Economic Development; and

WHEREAS, Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden made a bid to the United States Senate in 1968, becoming the first woman to be nominated for the U.S. Senate in Kentucky, and she had the honor of addressing the 1968 Democratic National Convention in Chicago before she later lost her Senate election to Marlow Cook by 30,000 votes in an election where over one million votes were cast; and

WHEREAS, Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden was the loving and devoted daughter of William and Mary Gorin Peden, who preceded her in death; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden has left a void that cannot be filled, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express it profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives recognizes that Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden was an innovator and a leader in state, national, and international business and political issues, and the members further acknowledge that she was a true ambassador for this Commonwealth.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day it does so in loving memory and honor of Katherine "Katie" Graham Peden.
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