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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Sergeant First Class John D. Morton.

With deep respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Sergeant First Class John D. Morton, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, John D. Morton was born May 23, 1974, in Stanton, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds December 15, 2005; and

WHEREAS, John D. Morton was the loving son of Jerome and Pearl Morton; he was the devoted husband of Sarah Morton; he was the loving father of a son, Joshua Morton, and two daughters, Scarlett and Olivia Morton; he was the caring brother of two sisters, Paula Noel and Deana Childers; and

WHEREAS, John D. Morton was a graduate of Powell County High School in 1992; he developed a passion for artistic work when he was young; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant First Class John D. Morton enlisted in the United States Army in September, 1992; he was assigned to the 74th Infantry Detachment (Long Range Surveillance), 173rd Airborne Brigade in Vicenza, Italy; he deployed to Somalia, Haiti, Korea and Iraq; he deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom in March, 2005; and

WHEREAS, the life of Sergeant First Class John D. Morton ended prematurely when his dismounted patrol came under attack by enemy forces using small arms fire in Shah Wali Kot, Afghanistan; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant First Class John D. Morton valiantly served his country with honor and distinction; he was remembered as "a hero" and a "brave and dedicated soldier who had a strong commitment to his country and the uniform he wore" by his family, friends, and fellow soldiers; he was laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia, with full military honors; he was awarded the Purple Heart, the Bronze Star, the Iraq Campaign Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Joint Service Achievement Medal, Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Korea Defense Service Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal, Non-Commissioned Officer Professional Development Ribbon, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon, and Joint Meritorious Unit Award; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Sergeant First Class John D. Morton and is deeply grateful for the sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans and to ensure the freedom of the people of Afghanistan; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Sergeant First Class John D. Morton has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Sergeant First Class John D. Morton and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Sergeant First Class John D. Morton.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the wife of Sergeant First Class John D. Morton, Mrs. Sarah Morton, CMR427, P.O.Box 3678, APO AE 0936, Vicenza, Italy, and the parents of Sergeant First Class John D. Morton, Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Morton, 788 Upper Cane Creek Rd, Stanton, Kentucky 40380-9757.
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