UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  01/12/06
06 REG. SESS.
06 RS BR 1025


A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Specialist Michael R. Hayes.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Specialist Michael R. Hayes, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Michael Ray Hayes was born on August 13, 1975, in Bowling Green, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on June 14, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Michael R. Hayes was the loving son of Barkley Ann Gray Hayes and the late Jesse Ray Hayes; he was the caring brother of a sister, Melissa Stewart, and a brother, James Hayes; he was the beloved uncle of Charlotte Stewart and Jocelyn Hayes; and he also leaves behind many other loving family members; and

WHEREAS, Michael R. Hayes graduated from Greenwood High School in Bowling Green, Kentucky, where he was All-Region and Player of the Year for the Greenwood High School soccer team; and

WHEREAS, Michael R. Hayes loved soccer; he coached at Greenwood High School; and he started the girls' soccer program at Butler County High School, where he was the head soccer coach for five years; and

WHEREAS, Michael R. Hayes was heavily involved in his local community, as a Boy Scout and a member of Living Hope Baptist Church; and

WHEREAS, following high school, Michael R. Hayes attended Western Kentucky University in Bowling Green and graduated from the Kentucky Advanced Technology Institute; and

WHEREAS, Michael R. Hayes joined the Kentucky National Guard in December of 2002, and he was assigned to the 617th Military Police Company based in Richmond, Virginia; and

WHEREAS, Specialist Michael R. Hayes was initially mobilized to Iraq in January of 2003, bravely supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom; he successfully completed 135 missions during multiple tours in Iraq; and, most recently, he deployed to Iraq in December of 2004; and

WHEREAS, on June 14, 2005, the life of Specialist Michael R. Hayes ended prematurely when a rocket-propelled grenade hit his Humvee outside of Baghdad, Iraq; and

WHEREAS, Specialist Michael R. Hayes served his country with honor and distinction; he was buried with full military honors; he was awarded the Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, National Defense Ribbon, Army Achievement Medal, Army Service ribbon, and Kentucky Distinguished Service Medal; and he was posthumously promoted to the rank of Specialist; and

WHEREAS, Specialist Michael R. Hayes was highly regarded by all who knew him as a patriotic, caring young man with a bright future before him; he was completing his final semester at Western Kentucky University; upon graduation, he planned to become a teacher and continue coaching soccer; and, while in Iraq, he sent his soccer players e-mails twice a week; and he took his players out for dinner and ice cream while on leave in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Specialist Michael R. Hayes and is deeply grateful for the sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans and to ensure the freedom of the Iraqi people; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Specialist Michael R. Hayes has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Specialist Michael R. Hayes and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Specialist Michael R. Hayes.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to: the mother of Specialist Michael R. Hayes, Ms. Barkley Ann Gray Hayes, c/o Sharnae Hayes, Apartment 1, 329 North Hobson Street, Morgantown, Kentucky 42261; the fiancée of Specialist Michael R. Hayes, Ms. Melissa L. Allen, c/o Sharnae Hayes, Apartment 1, 329 North Hobson Street, Morgantown, Kentucky 42261; the brother of Specialist Michael R. Hayes, Specialist James P. Hayes, Apartment 1, 329 North Hobson Street, Morgantown, Kentucky 42261; and the sister of Specialist Michael R. Hayes, Specialist Melissa Stewart, c/o Sharnae Hayes, Apartment 1, 329 North Hobson Street, Morgantown, Kentucky 42261.
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