UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  01/17/06
06 REG. SESS.
06 RS BR 1434


A RESOLUTION honoring and commending Mr. John H. Hendley on the occasion of his ascension to the honored position of National Chief Elder of The Hendley Family Association, Incorporated, his retirement, and his 80th birthday, May 28, 2006.

WHEREAS, John Aden Hendley was born on May 28, 1926 at Gamaliel, Kentucky in Monroe County, the youngest child of four and the third son, to the parents of Willis Aden Hendley of Putnam County, Tennessee and Mary Daisy Landcaster of Monroe County, Kentucky. He is the only living grandson of Francis Marion Hendley of Putnam County, Tennessee, who passed away August 11, 1930 and is interred at the Old County Home site near Woodburn, Kentucky, Warren County; and Savannah Josephine Glover-Hendley of Zebulon, Georgia, Pike County (her family relocated to Goshen, Kentucky, Warren County, during the Civil War), who passed away November 12, 1910 and is buried in Neal Cemetery at Flippin, Kentucky, Monroe County; and

WHEREAS, John Aden Hendley attended schools in Tennessee and lost his mother at the young age of seven years old. She died of breast cancer at the age of 42, and his father passed away when he was 14 years old. He died of heart failure at the age of 65. His second brother, George Omnie Hendley, died at 16 days old of infantile jaundice in 1915 and is interred at Neal Cemetery at Flippin, Kentucky, Monroe County. While attending schools in Tennessee he stayed with his eldest brother, Wilbur J. Hendley, and his family along with other relatives who adversely misspelled his middle name so it began with an "H"; and

WHEREAS, John Hayden Hendley went to live with his uncle William Bird Hendley at Green Hill near Bowling Green, Kentucky in Warren County in 1940 and attended school there one more time; it is here that he became the 54th member of The United Methodist Church of Bowling Green in 1942, that still exists today; and

WHEREAS, John Hayden Hendley had already been working and sending money home from Indiana since his father passed away in 1940; but shortly after his uncle Bill passed away in 1947, he met Miss. Opal Mae McWhorter from Clinton County, Kentucky in Franklin, Indiana, Johnson County, and after they were married at the Christian Parsonage at Trafalgar, Indiana, Johnson County, on July 17, 1950 by Minister Myron H. Willard, he decided to settle there; and

WHEREAS, John Hayden Hendley had five children by this union; they are: Mr. William Haydon Hendley of Indianapolis, Indiana; Mr. Freddie Allan Hendley, Sr. of Morgantown, Indiana; Mrs. Patricia Ann Hendley-Botts of Franklin, Indiana; Ms. Sheila K. Hendley of Brookesville, Florida; and Ms. Sharon Elizabeth Hendley-Hagan of Franklin, Indiana. Mr. Hendley and his wife and family celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary at the Johnson County Park near Edinburgh, Indiana on July 17, 2000; and

WHEREAS, John Hayden Hendley began a career that would take him away from farming at the Arvin Industries Franklin, Indiana Plant in 1954, retiring after 36 years of service on February 28, 1989 on the production line. He had been a Charter Member of the Plants Union Local 2993, United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America, AFL-CIO; and

WHEREAS, John Hayden Hendley, during his working years was a supportive parent of Troop 269, Boy Scouts of America, where both sons were members, at the First Baptist Church of Franklin, Indiana. He and his wife supported children's plays at Sunday school and vacation bible school at Christian Chapel Church of Morgantown, Indiana, in which all their children participated and the PTA at Northwood Elementary School of Franklin, Indiana, where their three daughters attended and participated in the ice cream socials; and

WHEREAS, John Hayden Hendley and his wife were supporters of the Tennessee Monument Commission, Incorporated, and helped place a memorial to Tennessee soldiers at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania July 3, 1982. He supported local historical projects and arranged matching funds through payroll deductions to aid Franklin College of Indiana; and

WHEREAS, John Hayden Hendley, after surviving colon cancer in 1997, ascended to the honored position of Clan Elder, the eldest of the Francis Marion Hendley Clan, his branch of The Hendley Family Association, Incorporated, on August 24, 1998, the third of his family to attain this honor. He succeeded his sister, Jewel Catherine Hendley-Medley, who became the seventh National Chief Elder, but living only 5 months before passing away on February 2, 1999. His oldest brother, Wilbur J. Hendley, Sr., was the first Clan Elder. He passed away September 30, 1983; and

WHEREAS, John Hayden Hendley, was commissioned a Kentucky Colonel by Governor Paul E. Patton on October 6, 1998, and a Tennessee Ambassador of Goodwill by Governor Don Sundquist on October 24, 1998. He and his sister and late brother were honored by a Proclamation of Franklin, Indiana, Mayor Herschel E. Cook proclaiming October 24, 1998 as "Hendley Family Day" in the City of Franklin, Indiana "calling all citizens to join in recognizing the role that this family has played in a group effort to better our community" and referring to the Motto of The Hendley Family Association, Incorporated, "It is appropriate today that we pause to remember who we are, where we came from, and what we have been taught," by Tennessee Governor Ned Ray McWherter, January 17, 1987; and

WHEREAS, John Hayden Hendley was honored by the Indiana House of Representatives on the occasion of his 75th birthday and his ascension to the honored position of Clan Elder of the Francis Marion Hendley Clan by House Resolution 53, adopted March 27, 2001; and by the Tennessee General Assembly by House Joint Resolution 60, approved by Governor Don Sundquist February 22, 2001; and

WHEREAS, John Hayden Hendley was so honored by the establishment, by the President of the Francis Marion Hendley Clan, Mrs. Mildred L. Hendley-Burgdolf, of further organizational units of the Clan to two Tribes named for him and his brother, which went into effect on July 1, 2002; and

WHEREAS, John Hayden Hendley ascended to the highest honored position of National Chief Elder of The Hendley Family Association, Incorporated, on July 28, 2003, the eldest of both Clans, the ninth person to hold this honor of Patriarch and only the third from the Francis Marion Hendley Clan; and

WHEREAS, John Hayden Hendley became a resident of the Franklin United Methodist Community Retirement Home of Franklin, Indiana in November 2004; his wife of 54 years Mrs. Opal Mae McWhorter-Hendley passed away December 4, 2004; and

WHEREAS, John Hayden Hendley was popular with the downtown merchants of Franklin, Indiana, especially future Mayor Franklin Edward Vandivier, who was Mayor from 1972 to 1979, and who referred to Mr. Hendley as "Honest John" and also in a warm way he was referred to as "Jack," after Jack Kennedy and "Maverick," after James Garner's western series and last "The Duke," after John Wayne;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does honor Mr. John Hayden Hendley, a native son, on the occasion of his ascension to the highest position of honor, National Chief Elder of The Hendley Family Association, Incorporated, and he is commended for his lifetime of service to his communities and the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels, and upon his retirement; he is sent best wishes on his 80th birthday on Memorial Day weekend, May 28, 2006.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of John Hayden Hendley.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit 20 copies of this Resolution to Mr. William H. Hendley, National President, National Headquarters, The Hendley Family Association, Incorporated, 1326 East Bacon Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 46227-3110.
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