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A RESOLUTION to encourage the President and the United States Congress to support democracy in Ethiopia through foreign policy efforts.

WHEREAS, the people of Ethiopia have developed and nourished a proud and distinguished culture that has endured for more than three millennia; and

WHEREAS, Ethiopia and the United States have had a long and productive friendship for many years; and

WHEREAS, the hope for democratic institutions was created in Ethiopia following the 1991 overthrow of the communist regime of Mengistu Haile Mariam by a group that became the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), under the leadership of Prime Minister Meles Zenawi; and

WHEREAS, the ascendance of the EPRDF led instead to nondemocratic, one-party rule where democratic symbols such as a free press and elections are used but are manipulated by Meles's government for their own ends; and

WHEREAS, elections were held on May 15, 2005, and the turnout of voters was as high as an estimated ninety percent (90%), with voters waiting in line for up to seventeen (17) hours to cast their votes; and

WHEREAS, despite a large turnout of electors in which many voted for the main opposition party, the Coalition for Unity and Democracy (CUD), the EPRDF government quickly declared that it had been reelected to power; and

WHEREAS, facing protests from high schoolers and college students sympathetic with various oppositions parties, government security forces fired on the demonstrators, killing more than eighty (80) people and injuring more than one hundred (100) others; and

WHEREAS, Tesfaye Adane Jara, an opposition politician elected to parliament in the May elections was shot to death, allegedly by security forces; and

WHEREAS, human rights groups in Ethiopia alleged that more than three thousand (3,000) people were rounded up and detained following the violence in June of 2005, being held without charges and without constitutional protections of due process; and

WHEREAS, violence erupted again in early November of 2005, resulting in the death of at least forty-eight (48) people and injuries to hundreds of individuals, including women and children; and

WHEREAS, leaders of the opposition parties were once again detained and charged with treason, an offense punishable by death; and

WHEREAS, as many as twenty-five hundred (2,500) opposition supporters and some opposition party election observers were held in remote detention centers; and

WHEREAS, the Meles government has arrested numerous journalists and closed all independent newspapers in Ethiopia; and 

WHEREAS, reports by Human Rights Watch indicate that the violence is not relegated just to the urban areas, but that checkpoints have been set up throughout the rural areas of the country, in the Oromia and Amhara regions where minority groups are prevalent and international observers are not located; and 

WHEREAS, European Union election observers have condemned the 2005 election results as not meeting the international standard for genuine democratic elections and have reported undemocratic control of the media, a general climate of intimidation and human rights violations against opposition supporters, as well as first-hand accounts of the violence; and

WHEREAS, many Ethiopians still look to the Western democracies for their greatest hope, encouraging countries that donate foreign aid to intervene and place pressure on the Meles government to follow through with their promised democratic institutions and constitutional protections; and

WHEREAS, Britain suspended further aid to Ethiopia after the June violence; and

WHEREAS, members of the United States Congress have called on the Bush Administration to condition any further economic and military assistance on substantial improvements in these matters; and

WHEREAS, House Resolution 4423, sponsored by Representative Christopher H. Smith, has been introduced in the United States House of Representatives and calls for the consolidation of security, human rights, democracy, and economic freedom in Ethiopia;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives urges the United States Congress to continue to encourage the formation of democratic institutions, multiparty participation, free elections, respect for fundamental human rights, and constitutional protections for all citizens in Ethiopia.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives encourages the United States Congress to pass House Resolution 4423 as a means for encouraging appropriate action towards freedom and democracy in Ethiopia.

Section 3.   The House of Representatives encourages the President and United States Department of State to use every possible means at their command to examine our country's foreign policies toward Ethiopia for ways to encourage democratic institutions, multiparty participation, free elections, respect for fundamental human rights, and constitutional protections for all citizens in Ethiopia.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Honorable George W. Bush, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, D.C. 20500; the Honorable Richard Cheney, Vice President, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, D.C. 20500; the Honorable Condoleeza Rice, 2201 C Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20520; His Excellency Kassahun Ayele, Embassy of Ethiopia, 3506 International Drive, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20008; the Honorable Dennis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 235 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515; the Honorable Mitch McConnell, 361-A Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510; the Honorable Jim Bunning, 316 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510; the Honorable Ben Chandler, 1504 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515; the Honorable Geoff Davis, 1541 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515; the Honorable Ron Lewis, 2418 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515; the Honorable Anne Northup, 2459 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515; the Honorable Harold Rogers, 2406 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515; the Honorable Ed Whitfield, 301 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515.
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