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AN ACT relating to government and civics education.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Kentucky Department of Education shall establish a pilot program and study to determine the effectiveness of a high school government and civics education curriculum as set forth in this section. In carrying out the provisions of this section, the department shall seek input from and collaborate with the Kentucky Workgroup on Civic Literacy and Engagement established under 2004 Ky. Acts ch. 91.

(1)
The government and civics education curriculum shall be:

(a)
Designed to increase student knowledge of and encourage student engagement in civic and governmental affairs at the local, state, federal, and international level;

(b)
Aligned with the Kentucky high school program of studies and the core content for assessment;

(c)
Developed in collaboration with the public universities involved with the Kentucky Workgroup on Civic Literacy;

(d)
Available by June 30, 2007, to permit comprehensive training prior to the beginning of the 2007-2008 school year for teachers participating in the pilot program; and

(e)
Aligned with the following government and civic education practices:

1.
Provide instruction in government, democracy, history, and law;

2.
Provide students with the opportunity to discuss local, national, and international current events and issues in the classroom, and connect those discussions to the broader concepts of government and civics;

3.
Provide meaningful community service opportunities that are aligned with the curriculum and classroom instruction to allow students to apply what they learn in practical settings;

4.
Offer extracurricular activities that help young people become actively engaged in the civic life of their schools and communities; and

5.
Create a deeper understanding of representative democracy within students by encouraging participation in school governance and in programs that simulate democratic processes and procedures.

(2)
The government and civics education curriculum shall be accessible through the Kentucky Virtual High School, with the content arranged in discrete modules by theme or subject matter, so that the material may be accessed:
(a)
As a unified course available with online teacher support to any Kentucky high school student;
(b)
As a unified course available to a teacher for use with students in his or her school;
(c)
As independent content modules available to a teacher for integration into classroom lesson plans; and
(d)
As professional development for a teacher to increase his or her content knowledge, strengthen curriculum development, and improve instructional practice.
(3)
The Kentucky Department of Education shall develop an application and selection process to identify ten (10) high schools to participate in a three (3) year pilot program and study of the government and civics education curriculum in the 2007-2008 through 2009-2010 school years. To the extent feasible, participating schools shall be selected from those that apply to ensure representation of a diverse cross-section of high schools in the Commonwealth based on school size, geographic region of the state, academic course offerings, and student achievement in social studies, and the socioeconomic, racial, and demographic composition of the student body.

(4)
The Kentucky Department of Education shall, in collaboration with the public universities involved with the Kentucky Workgroup on Civic Literacy and engagement:

(a)
Develop the course curriculum and select course materials;

(b)
Work with the Kentucky Virtual High School to develop the online component of the program;

(c)
Develop and implement a professional development structure for participating teachers under subsection (5) of this section; and

(d)
Develop and implement a study of the pilot program designed to evaluate the effectiveness of the government and civics education curriculum to increase student knowledge of and encourage student engagement in civic and governmental affairs. The framework for the study shall be fully developed prior to the beginning of the 2007-2008 school year and shall provide for annual written status reports to be delivered to the Kentucky Board of Education and the Interim Joint Committee on Education by September 30, 2008, and September 30, 2009, and a comprehensive final report to be delivered by September 30, 2010.
(5)
The Kentucky Department of Education shall develop and implement a comprehensive professional development structure for one (1) or more teachers from each school participating in the pilot program. Components of the professional development structure shall include but not be limited to:
(a)
Intensive, on-site three (3) day training tailored to provide teachers with the knowledge and tools to successfully deliver the course curriculum;

(b)
Regular, ongoing access to and support from instructional leaders;

(c)
Assistance for teachers from the same school to develop or strengthen collaborative work models that improve instructional practice and student learning; and

(d)
Opportunities for regular, ongoing, formal and informal interaction and peer learning with other teachers participating in the pilot program.

(6)
The Kentucky Department of Education shall establish:

(a)
The amounts of stipends and the reimbursement for expenses to be paid to teachers who participate in the pilot program; and

(b)
Resources to be provided to participating schools to support implementation of the pilot program.
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