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SUBJECT/TITLE
AN ACT relating to educational assessment and accountability.
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Sen. Dan Kelly

NOTE SUMMARY
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Indeterminable
Indeterminable
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Indeterminable
Indeterminable
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MEASURE'S PURPOSE: 

The measure defines an assessment program, beginning no later than the 2008-2009 school year for middle and high schools including a high school readiness examination in grade eight; a college readiness examination in grade ten; the ACT college admissions and placement examination in grade eleven; and any other component necessary to comply with the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. The measure provides for academic counseling for students based on their scores on these assessments and remediation for those whose scores indicate that additional assistance is required. The measure also directs the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) to conduct periodic studies comparing the standards in reading, mathematics and science within the Kentucky core content with the concepts and content measured by the ACT and adjust the assessment procedure by reducing the number of questions in other assessment tools if they can be replaced by the new assessments. The measure also provides for the WorkKeys assessment for students that so choose.

PROVISION/MECHANICS: 

Section 1 amends KRS 158.6453 to revise the assessment program for middle and high school students including the ACT college admissions and placement examination in the eleventh grade and offering the WorkKeys assessment to students in the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades. Also, a reporting structure for the administered assessments is defined. Section 1 also directs the KDE to conduct periodic assessments of the content areas in the ACT and adjust other assessment tools if it is determined that the ACT is a suitable assessment for those content areas.

Section 2 creates a new section of KRS 158 to establish a procedure for intervention strategies for students whose scores indicate that additional assistance is required.

Section 3 amends KRS 158.6455 to direct the KDE to seek advice from the National Technical Advisory Panel on Assessment and Accountability for adjustments required is substantive changes are made to the assessment and accountability system.

FISCAL EXPLANATION: 

Section 1 requires the KDE to administer the ACT to all students in the eleventh grade. Per department estimates, there are approximately 41,000 students that would be subject to testing at an estimated cost of $1,070,000. This estimate assumes a cost of administering the ACT at the list price of $29 less an estimate discount of 10% due to the volume of the tests administered. This cost is reduced by a savings of approximately $100,000 due to the elimination of the current norm referenced test in the ninth grade for a net cost estimate of approximately $970,000.

Section 1 also provides the option for all students to take the WorkKeys assessment. The cost of the WorkKeys assessment is estimated by the department at $21 per student. Since Section 1 allows all students in grades ten, eleven and twelve the option to take the WorkKeys assessments, estimated costs cannot be determined as the number of students who would choose to take the assessment is unknown.

Section 1 directs the KDE to conduct periodic studies to review content areas on the ACT to determine whether the ACT can replace other tools in the testing program. The department plans to review on content area per year and expects the cost of the review to be approximately $50,000 per content area.

Section 2 provides for intervention strategies for those students whose scores indicate that they need additional assistance. While local districts have resources available to provide remediation and support services (Extended School Services, etc.), the cost of those intervention strategies cannot be accurately estimated. These costs could be assumed to be additional costs for the local school districts rather than for the KDE.

Section 2 also provides that students that participate in an accelerated learning program under this section shall be permitted to take the ACT examination a second time at the expense of the KDE. Based on current ACT student performance scores the KDE estimates that approximately 14,000 would meet the criteria for remediation and being retested. At the projected costs for administering the ACT, an estimated cost for this component is approximately $360,000. This assumes that all students receiving remediation would choose to take the ACT again.

KDE indicates that they would be likely to implement the provisions of this measure in the upcoming school year; however, implementation is not required until the 2008-2009 school year. 

DATA SOURCE(S)
KDE Staff

NOTE NO.
73.1
PREPARER
Greg Rush
REVIEW
JAM
DATE
03/15/06

LRC 2006-BR1399-SB130-HCS

