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SUBJECT/TITLE
AN ACT relating to public safety.

SPONSOR
Senator Julie Denton

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
x
City;
x
County;
x
Urban-County

x
Charter County
x
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 

Requirement:
x
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
x
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 171 requires political subdivisions, to the extent money is available, to participate in a "Statewide Planning and Mapping System for Public Buildings", established by the Commonwealth Office of Technology. The system is for use by "response agencies" called upon to respond to an act of terrorism or other emergency. Political subdivisions are to provide specified information for inclusion in the system. 

The Statewide Planning and Mapping System is to include: (1) floor plans, fire protection information, building evacuation plans, utility information, known hazards, and information on how to contact emergency personnel; (2) manner of information transfer; (3) software standards; (4) conditions for use of the system by response agencies; (5) guidelines for information accessibility and confidentiality; (6) priority for distribution of available money; and (7) guidelines for training of response agency personnel. 

SB 171 requires political subdivisions, to the extent money is available, to: (1) participate in the statewide planning and mapping system; (2) incorporate into their use of the system, without limitation, specified evacuation strategies, notification systems, and attack prevention strategies and training.

A political subdivision using its own planning and mapping system, before the establishment of a statewide system by the Commonwealth Office of Technology (COT), may continue to do so unless money is made available for the political subdivision to update or modify its system as necessary for inclusion in the statewide system. COT is to pursue federal funding sources and may accept gifts, grants, and contributions, for distribution of grants to political subdivisions participating in the system.
On or before July 1, 2007, and annually thereafter, any political subdivision participating in the system is required to submit a progress report to COT setting forth that entity's experience with system participation. COT will prescribe the report guidelines under administrative regulation.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 171 on local governments is based on the timing and amount of initial and continuing federal funds and grants for the public building planning and mapping system, compared to the complexity of the political subdivision. Presumably, expenses incurred by local governments to implement the provisions of SB 171 will be covered by state or federal funds, so the fiscal impact of SB 171 should be nil to minimal.
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