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AN ACT relating to school facilities construction.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 162.060 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The commissioner of education[chief state school officer] shall be furnished a copy of all plans and specifications for new public school buildings contemplated by boards of education and for all additions to or alterations of old buildings. The commissioner of education[He] shall examine or cause to be examined all such plans and specifications and shall approve or disapprove them in accordance with the rules and regulations of the Kentucky Board of Education. Plan reviews for conformance with the Uniform State Building Code shall be conducted only by the Office of Housing, Buildings and Construction. No board of education may award a contract for the erection of a new building or contract for an addition to or alteration of an old building until the plan has been approved by the commissioner of education[chief state school officer].

(2)
By October 15, 2006, the commissioner of education shall establish a school facilities design team composed of school design professionals, local school district construction managers, department of education staff, school finance officers, superintendents of schools, and members of the board of directors of the School Facilities Construction Commission (SFCC). The size and makeup of the team shall be determined annually by the commissioner. 
(a)
The overall purpose of the team shall be to promote and establish a school building model design program by July 1, 2008, that encourages local boards of education to use existing school building designs in order to realize a reduction of design and construction costs and to assist in ensuring educationally functional buildings. 
(b)
The model designs shall be selected from designs submitted by an architect which have been used for construction in Kentucky school districts. When a design is selected it shall be considered a public document; however, the Kentucky Board of Education shall establish a user's fee that would be paid to the architect who originated the design by the local board of education that has chosen to replicate the model design.

(c)
The Department of Education may contract with the architect of a submitted school design to make alterations to it so that it is adaptable for specific geographic locations, land elevations, and square footage.
(d)
A design selection review committee, agreed on by the commissioner of education and the executive director of the SFCC, and composed of superintendents, principals, teachers, local school board members, parents, and contractors, shall evaluate and select the building designs from designs submitted to the committee by the school facilities design team. The initial selection shall include a minimum of twenty (20) designs varying in student capacity, grade range, and geographic location.

(e)
The Kentucky Board of Education, upon recommendation of the commissioner, shall promulgate administrative regulations that establish the guidelines for the implementation of the model school facility design program and the criteria for selection of the most functional designs. The school facilities design team shall review the administrative regulations prior to their promulgation by the Kentucky Board of Education.
(f)
The members of the Kentucky Board of Education, the employees of the Kentucky Department of Education, the members of the school facilities design team, and the members of the design selection review committee described in this subsection shall not be liable for any claim arising from the use of a selected plan or modification of a selected plan.

(g)
Participation in the program shall be optional, but a local board of education shall consider the use of a model design or modification of a model design prior to hiring a design professional.

(h)
The commissioner of education and the executive director of the SFCC shall provide a report to the Interim Joint Committee on Education regarding the progress towards the provisions of this subsection by December 1 of each year.
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