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AN ACT designating the third week in October as "Conflict Resolution Week."

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has a long and honorable lineage of native daughters and sons dedicated to the work of conflict resolution and peacemaking, such as Muhammad Ali, United States Vice President and Senator Alben W. Barkley, Supreme Court Justice Louis D. Brandeis, Governor Edward "Ned" Breathitt, President Abraham Lincoln, Kentucky Senator Georgia Davis Powers, and Whitney M. Young, Jr.; and

WHEREAS, conflict is a normal part of the human experience which can be a positive force for growth and development; and

WHEREAS, all people experience conflicts in their families, neighborhoods, workplaces, business associations, religious groups, and governments at every level; and

WHEREAS, many people often experience conflicts as uncontrollable and destructive, with harmful effects on emotions, health, relationships, and finances; and

WHEREAS, all people can learn to understand, anticipate, manage, control, and benefit from conflict; and

WHEREAS, all people can benefit from practicing respect for others, listening skills, the art of compromise, the search for common ground, and other positive problem-solving values and techniques; and

WHEREAS, all people possess the ability and personal authority to prevent, intervene in, and resolve conflicts through ethical actions towards others with whom they have conflicts; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky would like to take the lead in encouraging governmental bodies everywhere to consider the benefits of conflict management and resolution by setting aside one week for activities and reflection; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky General Assembly has created laws and rules using conflict resolution principles and goals to serve our citizens, such as KRS Chapter 417, the Uniform Arbitration Act; KRS 336.1661 to 336.1664, relating to arbitration of disputes; and KRS 454.011, which declares it to be the public policy of Kentucky to encourage dispute resolution and states, "It is the policy of this Commonwealth to encourage the peaceable resolution of disputes and early, voluntary settlement of litigation through negotiation and mediation. To the extent it is consistent with other laws, the courts and state governmental agencies are authorized and encouraged to refer disputing parties to mediation before trial or hearing."; and

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court of the Commonwealth of Kentucky has issued Order Number 2005-02, dated April 15, 2005, establishing Mediation Guidelines for Court of Justice Mediators; and

WHEREAS, the Honorable Ernie Fletcher, Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, did proclaim October 20, 2005, to be "Conflict Resolution Day"; and

WHEREAS, the House of Representatives, the Senate, and the Governor are united in their desire to serve the citizens of this state through effective use of constructive conflict resolution principles;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 2 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The third week in October is designated as "Conflict Resolution Week" in Kentucky.

(2)
The Governor shall annually issue notice of this week to state employees and citizens of the Commonwealth and encourage participation.
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