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AN ACT relating to recreational use of private land.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 382 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section:

(a)
"Agreement" means a public-private recreational land use agreement;

(b)
"Land" means land, roads, water, watercourses, private ways and buildings, structures, and machinery when attached to the realty;

(c)
"Owner" means a private individual or corporation who possesses a fee interest in the land;

(d)
"Government" means any government entity of the Commonwealth, including state government agency, city, county, urban-county, consolidated local government, or charter county; and

(e)
"Recreational purpose" includes, but is not limited to, any of the following, or any combination thereof: hunting, fishing, swimming, boating, camping, picnicking, hiking, bicycling, horseback riding, pleasure driving, nature study, waterskiing, winter sports, all-terrain vehicle riding, and viewing or enjoying historical, archaeological, scenic, or scientific sites.
(2)
There is hereby created a public-private recreational land use agreement that may be entered into by any owner or owners and any government or governments.

(3)
The agreement shall be a contractual arrangement that authorizes the public to utilize the owner's land for a recreational purpose. The allowable recreational purpose or purposes may include but are not limited to four (4) wheel vehicle trail riding, public hunting, nature conservation, biking, hiking, and horseback trail riding and may be limited in scope by the terms of the agreement.

(4)
The agreement shall specify that the government party or parties shall be responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the land.

(5)
The provisions of KRS 411.190 shall be applicable to the agreement, which shall specify that the owner shall not be liable for damages or injuries sustained by individuals or caused by individuals who utilize the land for a recreational purpose.

(6)
The agreement may be terminated by either party at any time for any reason provided that thirty (30) days' notice is given.

(7)
An agreement executed pursuant to this section, or the use of land under an agreement created pursuant to this section, shall not:

(a)
Create in any user any interest in the property;

(b)
Ripen into a claim of adverse possession;

(c)
Alter the land or status of the land to make it unsuitable for mining pursuant to KRS 350.610; or

(d)
Cause a denial of a mining permit pursuant to KRS 350.085 or other statutes or regulations of the Commonwealth of Kentucky or any political subdivision thereof.
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