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Bill Number:
SB 245 GA 
Subject:  
An ACT relating to crimes and punishments


Sponsor(s):   D. Kelly, E. Worley, W. Blevins Jr, C. Borders, D. Boswell, P. Clark, J. Pendleton, J. Rhoads, R. Roeding, J. Turner 
Introduction Date:03/01/06
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Create a new section of KRS Chapter 196 to require the Department of Corrections to operate an intensive secured substance abuse recovery program for substance abusers seeking or utilizing pretrial diversion in certain circumstances; amend KRS 210.365 to allow the jail health triage system to screen for substance abuse risk factors for certain felony offenders; create a new section of KRS Chapter 431 to require pretrial screening of felony substance abuse offenders and to allow testing and treatment as a condition of pretrial release; create a new section of KRS Chapter 533 to require felony substance abuse offenders to demonstrate suitable participation in and compliance with substance abuse treatment or recovery before being eligible for pretrial diversion; amend KRS 533.250 to allow referral of certain persons on pretrial diversion to the secure recovery program created in Section 1; amend KRS 431.515 to conform.

Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

The proposed legislation requires that a  200 bed substance abuse program be conducted by the Department of Corrections.  The legislation requires that the facility be a secure facility and have comparable levels of security  as a minimum security facility operated by the department.  

The program is voluntary.  If a person fails to volunteer for the program, that person is ineligible for intensive secured pretrial diversion.  If a person leaves the program voluntarily, then that person is in violation of their agreement to participate in the program.  

The Department of Corrections would have the ability to prioritize admission to the program as it neared capacity.  Upon leaving the program each person would be provided with an aftercare plan.  Development of the program would be done in consultation and possible contract with the Division of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services.  

There are many issues surrounding transportation that are not addressed.  Currently, when a person is convicted of a felony, that person is transported by the county where the person was convicted to the DOC facilities.  As a pretrial diversion program the responsibility would remain with the county of origin.  This pertains to an individuals arrival and departure from the facility.  

A facility would have to be secured or built in order to address the housing needs for the program.  The facility would have to be able to house 200 offenders, offices for staffing and be of a design that could be managed as a minimum security facility.  



Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
Approximately $3 million dollars a year would be required to run and staff the facility on an annual basis.  This number does not include future annual raises.  This number is arrived at by looking at the costs to run a minimum security 200 bed facility and the costs of running a 200 bed substance abuse program.   The amount does not include and possible costs for building, procuring or modifying a building or the additional costs for creating a secure environment.  

Staff would be required to complete the standard Correctional Staff Training before being able to work within such an environment.   

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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