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AN ACT relating to the position of the Kentucky health information technology coordinator.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 194A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The position of the Kentucky health information technology coordinator is hereby created within the Cabinet for Health and Family Services.

(2)
The responsibilities of the coordinator shall be consistent with a vision of developing the statewide interoperable Kentucky e-Health Network as a component of the national health information technology infrastructure that:

(a)
Ensures that appropriate information to guide medical decisions is available at the time and place of care;

(b)
Improves health care quality, reduces medical errors, and advances the delivery of appropriate, evidence-based medical care;

(c)
Reduces the health care costs resulting from inefficiency, medical errors, inappropriate care, and incomplete information;

(d)
Promotes a more effective marketplace, greater competition, and increased choice through the wider availability of accurate information on health care costs, quality, and outcomes;

(e)
Improves the coordination of care and information among hospitals, laboratories, physician offices, and other ambulatory care providers through an effective infrastructure for the secure and authorized exchange of health care information; and

(f)
Ensures that patient's individually identifiable health information is secure and protected.

(3)
The coordinator shall serve as the secretary's principal advisor on the development, application, and use of health information technology. Responsibilities of the coordinator shall include but not be limited to the following:

(a)
Coordinate the Cabinet for Health and Family Services' health information technology policy and programs with those of other state and federal agencies;

(b)
Provide leadership in the development, operation, and implementation of the Kentucky e-Health Network;

(c)
Act as a liaison between the Kentucky e-Health Network Board and the Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology;

(d)
Provide oversight of all federal grants or contracts awarded to the Commonwealth as a part of the national initiative to develop a national health information network; and

(d)
Coordinate electronic health information related outreach and consultation by executive branch agencies with public and private parties, including consumers, providers, payers, and administrators.

(4)
The secretary of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services may contract with an individual to serve in the Kentucky health information technology coordinator position created in subsection (1) of this section. Any contract for this position shall include the responsibilities designated under subsections (2) and (3) of this section.
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