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AN ACT relating to public employees who are members of the Kentucky National Guard and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 61 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The provisions of this section shall apply to a member of the National Guard who is an officer or employee of the state, any department or agency thereof, a city, county, municipality, urban-county government, charter county government, consolidated local government, school district, public postsecondary education institution, or other political subdivision of the state when the Governor calls the member into state active duty under the provisions of KRS 38.030, 39A.100 and 39A.950 to assist in a disaster. 

(2)
An officer or employee identified in subsection (1) of this section shall continue to receive his or her regular salary and all other benefits associated with his or her regular employment for the duration of the National Guard state active duty. If costs are reimbursed to Kentucky for services provided by the Kentucky National Guard in another state under the Emergency Management Assistance Compact described in KRS 39A.950, appropriate cost reimbursements shall likewise be made from the state to the employers affected by this section upon their request.

(3)
The benefits provided under this section shall be in addition to those provided under KRS 61.394, 61.396, and 38.250.

Section 2.   The provisions of this section shall be retroactive to August 30, 2005.

Section 3.   Whereas, approximately 1300 Kentuckians were ordered into active duty with the Kentucky National Guard in response to the Emergency Management Assistance Mutual Aid Request from the State of Louisiana following the Katrina Hurricane; and whereas, by Executive Order 2005-927, state employees called to active duty were placed on Governor's Request Leave with full benefits, including compensation, and whereas, public employees in local school districts and postsecondary education institutions, and other political subdivisions of the state were not provided the same benefits; and whereas these employees were forced to use their personal days, emergency days, and take leave without pay for a portion of time in which they served; and whereas, adjustments to salaries and contributions to the respective retirement systems need to be made prior to the end of the current fiscal year; and whereas, it is unknown when the next disaster may require activation of the Kentucky National Guard, an emergency is declared to exist, and this Act takes effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming a law.
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