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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to highways.

SPONSOR
Sen. Gary Tapp

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 44 addresses the responsibilities of motor vehicle operators and law enforcement personnel when an accident occurs on an interstate highway or parkway or a ramp leading on or off the roadway.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 44 on local governments will be nil.

Local government, in the form of local law enforcement, is impacted by a mandate in Section 1 of SB 44 which provides that, "A law enforcement officer having jurisdiction who has been notified of a motor vehicle accident which results in a fatality or injury to a person, or renders the vehicle inoperable, is required to investigate the accident and file a written report with the officer's agency." (See page 3, lines 15-17.)

Ordinarily, the directive would result in additional duties for local law enforcement which, unless absorbed by current personnel, would require the employment of additional staff and the expenditure of additional local government funds.

However, language nearly identical to that quoted above is currently found in KRS 189.635 (2), namely, "A law enforcement officer having jurisdiction shall investigate the accident and file a written report of the accident with his law enforcement agency." Therefore, since local law enforcement agencies are already required to perform the duties set out in SB 44, and presumably are doing so, SB 44 will have no fiscal impact on local governments.
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