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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to driving under the influence

SPONSOR
Sen. R.J. Palmer

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local



Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 local law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS 

SB 86 amends KRS 189A.010 relating to driving under the influence to increase the time a blood alcohol test can be administered from 2 hours after ceasing to operate the vehicle to 4 hours after ceasing to operate the vehicle. The bill also creates a new section of KRS Chapter 189A to require law enforcement agencies in other jurisdictions in Kentucky to secure blood alcohol tests at the request of any peace officer when the defendant is located in that other jurisdiction.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 86 on local governments is expected to be minimal to moderate. The measure increases the time that a legal blood alcohol test can be administered from 2 hours after ceasing to operate the vehicle to 4 hours after ceasing to operate a vehicle. Local law enforcement would need additional training to comply with this measure. Currently, any tests results obtained more than two hours after cessation of operation of a motor vehicle are inadmissible as evidence during prosecution. The increase in time given to administer a blood alcohol test that would be admissible in court will likely increase the number of tests performed by local law enforcement agencies. An increase in the number of tests performed would result in additional costs for local governments.

The measure may a increase the number of persons found guilty of driving under the influence. Local governments will be responsible for incarcerating individuals found guilty of driving under the influence at an average cost of approximately $31.68 per day, entirely at the local government's expense.

The measure also requires law enforcement agencies in other jurisdictions in Kentucky to secure blood alcohol tests for requesting peace officers when the defendant is located in the other jurisdiction. State law enforcement agencies may request a local law enforcement agency to perform blood alcohol tests on defendants who are in their jurisdiction. Local law enforcement agencies would incur additional expenses associated with administering the tests.
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