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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging our nation's President and the United States Congress to prohibit the sale of various ports' management to companies owned by the United Arab Emirates.

WHEREAS, the U.S. Office of Homeland Security reports that terrorists are working to obtain biological, chemical, nuclear and radiological weapons and that the threat of an attack in the U.S. is very real; and

WHEREAS, our nation's safety, our economy and our national defense depend extensively on the protection of our nation's seaports and our multi-modal transportation systems connected through our seaports; and

WHEREAS, in addition to our safety and security, our state's economic development relies on an efficient national port system since, on average, each of the nation's 50 states relies on 13 to 15 ports to handle its imports and exports and these shipments add up to over $1.3 billion worth of goods moving in and out of U.S. ports every day, according to the American Association of Port Authorities; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's existing river ports are active players interacting in the global commerce of water-based transportation, with almost 107 million tons of freight moved in and out of Kentucky by water in 2002, shipping to 17 states and other countries throughout the world and receiving commodities from 15 states and various nations; and

WHEREAS, on February 10, 2005, Dubai Ports World announced plans to buy the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company (P&O), a 165-year-old British business, giving the Dubai Ports company control of P&O's ports on six continents and creating the world's third-largest ports group, a deal which Dubai Ports World Chairman Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem described as important to his company in order for it to grow in the rapidly developing Asian shipping market; and

WHEREAS, the Dubai Ports purchase of P&O includes the sale of operations of six of our own nation's major seaports:  Baltimore, Miami, New Orleans, New Jersey, New York and Philadelphia; and

WHEREAS, Dubai Ports World is a state-owned operation of the United Arab Emirates, a federation of seven emirates, or states, formed in 1971 after Britain announced that it would no longer be able to ensure security in the Persian Gulf; and

WHEREAS, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), according to reports from the Congressional Research Service, was one of only three countries, along with Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, to have recognized the Taliban as Afghanistan's legitimate government, and allowed Ariana Afghan airlines to service the UAE, where U.S. officials believed that Al-Qaeda activists spent time; and

WHEREAS, Dubai was named as a key transfer point for shipments sold by Pakistan scientist A.Q. Kahn, in illicit sales of nuclear technology to Iran, Libya and North Korea; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Bureau of Investigation reported to Congress that the money, which financed the organization behind the September 11, 2001 attack on New York's World Trade Center Towers, was transferred to the hijackers primarily through the UAE banking system, and that since that attack the U.S. Treasury Department has reported that the UAE was not cooperative in efforts to investigate these bank accounts; and

WHEREAS, the nation's seaport system, intrinsically linked to our nation's and our state's economic and military security, provides the front line in our nation's war on terrorism, a front line of defense which would be managed by a country with highly questionable links to those same groups threatening our nation's security;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The President of the United States and the members of the Congress should take all necessary actions to prohibit the management of this nation's ports by Dubai Ports World, a state-owned entity of the United Arab Emirates.

Section 2.  The Clerk of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to President George W. Bush, The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, D.C. 20500, and to the Kentucky Congressional delegation.
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