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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION creating a task force of the Legislative Research Commission to study the issue of land availability to hunters.

WHEREAS, increased development threatens the amount of property available for hunting; and

WHEREAS, hunting has an significant impact on Kentucky's economy; and

WHEREAS, survey data indicates that some Kentucky citizens who wish to hunt cannot locate a place to do so;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission shall establish a Task Force on Land Availability to Hunters to examine the availability of public and private property for hunting. The task force shall determine the extent to which Kentucky hunters experience difficulty in locating adequate space for hunting and shall devise specific recommendations as to how that difficulty can be addressed. The task force may consider ways in which additional public property can be acquired and incentives for private landowners to allow public use of their property.

Section 2.   The task force shall be composed of 15 members. The Legislative Research Commission shall appoint the co-chairs from among the legislative members. The membership of the task force shall include:

(1)
The chairman of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee, or designee;

(2)
The chairman of the House of Representatives Natural Resources and Environment Committee, or designee;

(3)
Four members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate;

(4)
Four members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(5)
The commissioner of the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, or designee; and

(6)
Four citizens possessing a hunting license appointed by the Legislative Research Commission in consultation with the commissioner of the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources.

Section 3.   The task force shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission for referral to the appropriate committee or committees no later than January 1, 2007.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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