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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Cabinet for Health and Family Services to implement Public Health 21, a model for Kentucky's public health system in the twenty-first century. The model is based on a mature public health system that utilizes best public health practices and the enhancement of public health service delivery and accountability through public and private partnerships utilizing e-health technology.

WHEREAS, the Cabinet for Health and Family Services and it's Departments for Mental Health and Medicaid Services have recently initiated modernization processes designed to implement best practices; and

WHEREAS, the Department for Public Health, like the Departments of Medicaid Services and Mental Health and Mental Retardation Services, has a joint interest in a service and delivery system that supports consumer-driven health care and empowers participants to be informed in health care decisions; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky ranks at or near the bottom of many leading health indicators and the status quo is intolerable but changeable; and

WHEREAS, the Governor's Get Healthy Kentucky! Board has given attention to plans of action designed to move Kentucky citizens to a more healthful status and has energized groups to work together in support of common goals; and

WHEREAS, the 2005 Regular Session of the Kentucky General Assembly embraced e-health by the passage of 2005 Ky. Acts ch. 30; and 

WHEREAS, the Governor has identified the need for incentive programs to help lure biotechnology and life-science companies to Kentucky, thus making the move to Public Health 21 a timely focus for nurturing those initiatives; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department for Public Health is beyond piloting and now is implementing increasingly sophisticated video and web-based technologies; and 

WHEREAS, the Department for Public Health demonstrated the use of telehealth and remote video conferencing to incur savings of $50,000 over the previous eight months by holding statewide meetings and demonstrated the effectiveness of that technology as an emergency response communications link with local, state, and federal agencies; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department for Public Health has received recognition for its technology innovations by national organizations, specifically, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Association of State and Territorial Health Officers, and Southern Governors' Association; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department for Public Health has moved from the infectious disease role in the nineteenth century to a chronic and personal health role in the twentieth century and is now positioned to utilize modern technology to be a full partner with private and public health entities to improve the health of Kentucky's citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department for Public Health with its growing epidemiological presence has successfully managed several large-scale public health emergencies with skill and collaboration, including: (1) working with over 30 responding agencies to mitigate a central laboratory hazardous material event; (2) detecting, investigating, and contacting federal authorities on a far east international traveler in Kentucky's borders with potential markers for the next influenza season; and (3) assisting in scientific thorough analysis of population risks associated with elemental mercury exposure and contamination, resulting in the development of new material for schools and others on how to handle mercury when found; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department for Public Health is in the forefront of efforts to handle the danger related to the response and clean-up of methamphetamine laboratories, in concert with law enforcement and drug abuse agencies; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department for Public Health is piloting the public and private use of technology through the Electronic Public Health Records System (EPHRS) by including an immunization registry and lead screening module, two systems focused on Kentucky's young population, giving them a chance of growing to a more healthful adulthood; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department for Public Health has the highest rate of immunization of any state without state paid access for all children to immunizations and the third highest in all states, thus protecting today the children who will come to adulthood in the twenty-first century; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department for Public Health is the recognized national leader in early childhood development intervention through its Health Access, Nurturing Development Services (HANDS) program. This program has been recognized nationally by the Association of State and Territorial Health Officers as being successful in starting at risk first-time families on a path of successful child development physically and socially; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department for Public Health has demonstrated its considerable management skills in reshaping the First Steps program to reach more children in need with accountable services, without exceeding the budget; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department for Public Health has successfully demonstrated to several federal agencies its ability to manage and conduct environmental programs at high levels of performance, most noticeable from the federal Environmental Protection Agency on clean air and radon programs, and the United States Department of Agriculture on environmental food protection, security, product recall, and illegal imported products; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department for Public Health has demonstrated its level of preparedness and ability to respond to public health emergencies, most recently Hurricane Katrina; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department for Public Health recognizes its responsibility to prepare for potential pandemic outbreaks in concert with its public health partners; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department for Public Health is developing a collaborative grant program that will maximize grant funds from several sources to support and sustain the local public health infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the lives of the Commonwealth's four million citizens are touched every second of every day by services provided by the Kentucky Department for Public Health;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Cabinet for Health and Family Services and the Department for Public Health shall be recognized and commended for their leadership into the twenty-first century by embracing the opportunities presented by infrastructure enhancements and applying them to the general well-being of Kentucky's citizens.

Section 2.   The Cabinet for Health and Family Services and the Department for Public Health shall seek to expand the Governor's Get Healthy Kentucky! Board vision by embracing Public Health 21 through the enhanced use of technology that increases accountability for services and commitment to measurable outcomes.

Section 3.   The Cabinet for Health and Family Services and the Department for Public Health shall continue to participate in, embrace, and be incubators for e-health implementation, expanding on concepts and infrastructure to improve the health of Kentuckians while protecting the Commonwealth from bioterrorism and other public health threats.

Section 4.   The Cabinet for Health and Family Services and the Department for Public Health shall be committed to a plan of modernization and technology utilization that moves the needle toward improved health status over the coming years.

Section 5.   The Cabinet for Health and Family Services shall report on Public Health 21 initiatives, projects, and progress in these efforts to the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare through 2008.
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