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A JOINT RESOLUTION naming the "Ralph Owens Memorial Bridge" on Route 80 at the entrance to Langley in Floyd County.

WHEREAS, Ralph Owens was born March 8, 1927, to Kendall and Hester Slone Owens of Lackey, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Ralph Owens, at the age of 16, changed his date of birth to December 22, 1926, so he was able to enlist in the Navy to fight in World War II; and 

WHEREAS, Ralph Owens was assigned to the U.S.S. Betelgeuse (AKA-11); and 

WHEREAS, during his service in the Navy, Ralph Owens saw action in both the Atlantic and Pacific Theaters; and

WHEREAS, while on the U.S.S. Betelgeuse, Ralph Owens took part in four major invasions, including: the invasion at Guadalcanal, the invasion of Sicily, the invasion on Southern France, and the invasion at Okinawa; and

WHEREAS, Ralph Owens received an American Campaign Ribbon, a World War II Victory Medal, an Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Ribbon, and a Philippine Liberation Ribbon; and

WHEREAS, Ralph Owens left the Navy with an honorable discharge; and

WHEREAS, after leaving the Navy, Ralph Owens returned to Eastern, Kentucky and began work in the underground coal mines; and

WHEREAS, Ralph Owens worked in the coal mines until he was injured by a rock fall and paralyzed from the waste down; and

WHEREAS, Ralph Owens died from his injuries a short time after his accident leaving behind his widow and five small children;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall name the bridge on Kentucky Route 80, at the entrance to Langley, the "Ralph Owens Memorial Bridge."

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect signs at each end of the bridge identified in Section 1 of this Resolution that read "Ralph Owens Memorial Bridge."
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