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A JOINT RESOLUTION naming the Paul Gearheart Bridge in Floyd County. 

WHEREAS, Paul Gearheart was born July 23, 1925, near Toler Creek, and has lived in Harold since 1930; and

WHEREAS, Paul Gearheart graduated from Betsy Layne High School as the Valedictorian of the Class of 1943; and 

WHEREAS; Paul Gearheart and his wife Elaine Ward bought the Roberts/Olga Telephone Company, which at the time served 72 customers, on June 1, 1953; and 

WHEREAS, Paul Gearheart was the founder of Sandy Valley Water District, serving parts of Pike and Floyd Counties; and

WHEREAS, Paul Gearheart was a member of the Sandy Area Development District and was made Chairman in 1968; and

WHEREAS, Paul Gearheart was a member of the Kentucky Telephone Association Board of Directors and was named president of this organization in 1979; and 

WHEREAS, Paul Gearheart was a member of the Board of Directors of Kentucky Cable TV Association in 1975; and

WHEREAS, Gearheart Communications, Inc., Coalfield's Telephone Company serves over 7,000 land-line telephones in parts of Pike and Floyd Counties; and 

WHEREAS, Paul Gearheart started Inter Mountain Cable, Inc. in 1965; today this company provides service for approximately 25,000 homes in parts of six counties in Kentucky, and also in Mingo County, West Virginia, as well as Buchanan County, Virginia; and 

WHEREAS, Gearheart Communications and related companies employ over 150 people; and 

WHEREAS, the readers of Pike County's Appalachian News Express selected Paul Gearheart as one of the 100 of Pike County's Most Significant People in the 20th century; and 

WHEREAS; Paul Gearheart still is directly involved in the operations of his companies despite being severely handicapped by his blindness; and 

WHEREAS, Paul Gearheart has been a member of the Thomas C. Cecil Masonic Lodge since 1956;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall name the bridge on Kentucky Route 979 and United States Route 23 as the "Paul Gearheart Bridge."

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect signs at each end of the bridge identified in Section 1 of this Resolution that reads "Paul Gearheart Bridge."
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