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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of the bravery and service of Technical Sergeant Keary J. Miller.

WHEREAS, Keary J. Miller is a native of Maxwell, California; he is the son of Linda and Mike Daugherty and the husband of Gina Miller; he is the father of Ian T. Miller and Kearsten F. Miller; and

WHEREAS, Technical Sergeant Keary J. Miller began his military career with the United States Air Force after graduating from Maxwell High School in California in 1990; and

WHEREAS, Technical Sergeant Keary J. Miller immediately entered Pararescue training after enlisting and was assigned to the 321st Special Tactics Squadron, RAF Mildenhall in the United Kingdom from 1993 to 1996; and

WHEREAS, in 1996, Technical Sergeant Keary J. Miller volunteered for the challenging duty of the 24th Special Tactics Squadron, Pope AFB, in North Carolina, where he served as a Pararescue team leader and mission planner; and

WHEREAS, Technical Sergeant Keary J. Miller has completed all of the credit hours required to earn an Associate degree in survival/rescue operations through the Community College of the Air Force and has earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration through the Colorado Technical Institute; and

WHEREAS, Technical Sergeant Keary J. Miller joined the Kentucky Air National Guard, 123rd Special Tactics Squadron, in May 2001 and gallantly served in both Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom; and

WHEREAS, Technical Sergeant Keary J. Miller, while serving as Air Force Combat Search and Rescue team leader assigned to a Quick Reaction Force, was tasked to recover two American servicemen evading capture in austere terrain occupied by massed al Qaida and Taliban forces near Marzak, Patkia Province, Afghanistan; and 

WHEREAS, Technical Sergeant Keary J. Miller distinguished himself by gallantry in connection with military operations when his MH-47E helicopter was forced to crash land after being hit by enemy fire; and

WHEREAS, Technical Sergeant Keary J. Miller valiantly maneuvered throughout the battlefield under intense enemy fire in order to assist and care for the critically wounded servicemen; and

WHEREAS, Technical Sergeant Keary J. Miller removed M-203 and 5.56 rounds from the deceased and, in multiple acts of extraordinary courage, proceeded through heavily propelled rocket grenade, mortar, and small arms fire while distributing the ammunition from position to position; and

WHEREAS, Technical Sergeant Keary J. Miller's courage and skill led to the successful delivery of ten gravely wounded Americans to life saving medical treatment and the recovery of seven servicemen killed in action; and

WHEREAS, Technical Sergeant Keary J. Miller was awarded the Silver Star in November 2003 in recognition of his heroic acts while deployed to Afghanistan during Operation Enduring Freedom; his military decorations include the Armed Forces Reserve Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Air Force Good Conduct Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal, Joint Service Commendation Medal, Aerial Achievement Medal, and the Air Medal; and his awards and honors include the honor graduate of Air Operations Phase, USAF Pararescue School, the 1998 USAF Pararescueman of the Year, the 1999 24th Special Tactics Squadron Pararescueman of the Year and the 1999 Air National Guard Pararescueman of the Year;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate is proud to recognize the patriotic service of Technical Sergeant Keary J. Miller to his country and does hereby express its appreciation for his outstanding efforts. We express our congratulations to him as the recipient of the Silver Star Medal and extend our best wishes for further success in the future.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Technical Sergeant Keary J. Miller.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Technical Sergeant Keary J. Miller and Gina Miller of 1207 Nightingale Lane, Goshen, Kentucky 40026-9436, and the parents of Technical Sergeant Keary J. Miller, Linda and Mike Daugherty of 385 Oak Street, Maxwell, California 95955.
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