UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  01/20/06
06 REG. SESS.
06 RS BR 1512


A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Ward Thomas as he celebrates 100 years of a life well lived.

WHEREAS, the extraordinary life of Ward Thomas harkens us to the words of Ecclesiastes, "Gladness of heart is the life of a man, and the joyfulness prolongeth his days"; and

WHEREAS, Ward Thomas has spent his many years on this earth living a quiet, upright life, devoted to family, community, and faith, with values instilled at an early age through his involvement in the Boy Scouts of America which began more than 90 years ago; and

WHEREAS, at the young age of eight or nine, Mr. Thomas joined Boy Scout Troop 9 in Owensboro, Kentucky, meeting with his fellow scouts and troop leaders in the basement of Fountain Avenue United Methodist Church, and learning the life lessons and moral values which epitomize the tenets of the Boy Scouts of America; and

WHEREAS, the friendships forged during those years in the Boy Scouts continued through the years, and two of Mr. Thomas's troop members, Gene Paro and Bill Burch, later became Admirals during World War II; and

WHEREAS, in 1918, at the age of twelve years, Ward Thomas became an Eagle Scout, and is well-known as one of, if not the, oldest living Eagle Scouts in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Thomas left the Scouts around 1923, graduated from Augusta Tilghman High School in 1924, and, after two years of study at the University of Kentucky, left college behind to help run his father's automotive service business and also served three years in the United States Navy; and

WHEREAS, in 1940, Mr. Thomas began a small appliance sales business which eventually grew into a successful furniture business which has continued in operation for more than six decades; and

WHEREAS, Ward Thomas and his late wife, Ruth, were blessed with three children, four grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Ward Thomas exemplifies the finest standards of morality, service, love of country, and devotion to family, and credits his longevity to heredity, good health, and a sense of humor; and

WHEREAS, Ward Thomas lives by his personal motto:  "If you have good health and a sense of humor, you're a millionaire, whether you have a million or not";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby extend its congratulations and best wishes to Ward Thomas upon the occasion of the one-hundredth anniversary of his birth.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Ward Thomas, Eagle Scout, business leader, father, friend, and gentleman.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Ward Thomas, 224 Minerva Place, Paducah, Kentucky 42001.
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