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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Cornelius Yates.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Cornelius Yates, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Cornelius Yates was born on June 14, 1961, a native son of the Commonwealth and a resident of Shelbiana, Kentucky, and traversed these earthly bounds on January 10, 2006; and

WHEREAS, coal mining is an industry with a long and valuable history in our Commonwealth, especially in Eastern Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the dangers of mining coal have been a large part of the American consciousness these past days in the wake of the tragedy at the Sago Mine in our sister state of West Virginia; and

WHEREAS, coal mining is indeed dangerous work and the miners know each day when they go into the mine that it could be the last time they see the light of day and the last time they see their loved ones; and this tragically became a grim reality on the evening of January 10, 2005 for a veteran Kentucky coal miner in Pike County; and

WHEREAS, Cornelius Yates was a miner for 15 years, currently working for Maverick Mining LLC in Pikeville, Kentucky, in the Number 1 mine; and

WHEREAS, Cornelius Yates was operating a roof bolting machine 900 feet inside the Number 1 mine when a large rock broke loose from the mine roof and took his life; and

WHEREAS, Cornelius Yates was the devoted and loving husband of Maria Younce Yates; and

WHEREAS, Cornelius Yates was the beloved father of Cornelius Dell Hopkins of Greasy Creek, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Cornelius Yates was the loving son of Garland and Ina Mae Yates of Greasy Creek, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Cornelius Yates was the beloved brother of Jeffery Yates of North Carolina; Youne Coleman of Greasy Creek, Kentucky; Jeannie Adkins of Greasy Creek, Kentucky; Debbie Jean Yates of Island Creek, Kentucky; Darlene Yates of Island Creek, Kentucky; and Teresa Yates of Dorton, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Cornelius Yates has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Cornelius Yates and extends to his family and friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The Senate recognizes that Cornelius Yates was deeply loved by his family and friends and the members further acknowledge his tragic sacrifice in the loss of his life in a Kentucky coal mine.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day it does so in loving memory and honor of Cornelius Yates.
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