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A RESOLUTION honoring the Citizens of Ohio County, Kentucky.

WHEREAS, Ohio County's commitment to its youth has been recognized nationally as an example for this nation's communities to celebrate and to follow; and

WHEREAS, the national alliance for this country's young people, known as America's Promise, selected Ohio County as one of the 100 Best Communities for Young People in the entire United States; and

WHEREAS, America's Promise selected Ohio County from more than seven hundred (700) applicants nationwide, representing every cross-section of community, including urban, rural, inner-city, suburban, large and small, from every region of the United States; and

WHEREAS, America's Promise grew out of the 1997 Presidents' Summit for America's Future, a gathering of this nation's living Presidents, which challenged the country to make children and youth a national priority; and

WHEREAS, America's Promise focuses attention and resources to help every child receive the five (5) promises essential to success: caring adults who are actively involved in their lives; safe places in which to learn and grow; a healthy start toward adulthood; an effective education that builds marketable skills; and, opportunities to help others; and

WHEREAS, Ohio County citizens established the basis for youth improvement through the Ohio County Together We Care Coalition, a partnership and meeting place for all who work together to build a child-friendly community, along with ongoing programs to support youth health, growth and leadership, including the Great Pencil Handout, the Family Wellness Center, mentoring programs and others so comprehensive that their description covered seventeen pages in the county's application to the America's Promise competition; and

WHEREAS, Ohio County's efforts have resulted not only in national recognition but in impressive and measurable improvements for its young people; for example, during the period from 1999 to 2004, Ohio County has decreased by sixteen (16) percent the number of eighth-graders who have smoked a cigarette; reduced from twenty-five (25) percent to seven (7) percent the number of eighth graders that have used marijuana; and, decreased school truancy from the highest county in Kentucky's 38th Judicial District to the lowest in the district; and

WHEREAS, Ohio County has demonstrated for this Commonwealth and this nation what America's Promise research projects, that is, when communities work together, their young people are less likely to engage in high risk behavior and are on pathways to become productive citizens of this state and nation;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body recognizes and honors the exemplary achievements of Ohio County, Kentucky in its dedication to young people and its selection by America's Promise as one of the 100 Best Communities for Young People.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the following: Wayne Hunsaker, Ohio County Judge Executive; Kenny R. Autry, County Magistrate; Larry Keown, County Magistrate; Hayward Minton, County Magistrate; Richard Robinson, County Magistrate; and Paul Sandefur, County Magistrate, at the Ohio County Courthouse, Post Office Box 146, Hartford, Kentucky 42347; Ohio County Community Education/Service Learning Coordinator Jeanie R. Hunter, 100 West Render Street, Suite 1, Hartford, Kentucky 42347; Ohio County Public School Superintendent Soretta Ralph, Ohio County Schools, 317 East Union Street, Hartford, Kentucky 42347; and, Marguerite W. Salee, President, America's Promise, 909 North Washington Street, Suite 400, Alexandria, Virginia 22314.
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