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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of soul-singing legend "Wicked" Wilson Pickett.

WHEREAS, "Wicked" Wilson Pickett was born on March 18, 1941, in Prattville, Alabama, the youngest of eleven children, and cultivated a powerful vocal style while singing in several Baptist church choirs; and

WHEREAS, "Wicked" Wilson Pickett left Alabama in 1955 to live with his father in Detroit, where he established a gospel music troupe called the Violinaires, which for the next four years toured the country and served as opening act for groups and stars such as Sam Cooke, the Soul Stirrers, the Swan Silvertones, and the David Sisters; and

WHEREAS, "Wicked" Wilson Pickett received his first major break in the entertainment industry when he joined singing greats Eddie Floyd and Sir Mack Rice in the gospel-influenced, rhythm and blues styled, secular singing group called the Falcons, in 1959; and

WHEREAS, "Wicked" Wilson Pickett enjoyed his first major success as a solo artist with the song "It's Too Late," which peaked at number seven on the Rhythm and Blues charts in 1963, and which led to a recording contract with Atlantic Records; and

WHEREAS, "Wicked" Wilson Pickett, on May 12, 1965, recorded his best-remembered hit and perhaps the most enduring classic soul ballad of all time with the song "In The Midnight Hour"; and

WHEREAS, "Wicked" Wilson Pickett recorded hit records throughout the 1960s that are considered soul classics, including: "Don't Fight It," "634-5789," "Ninety-Nine and One-Half (Won't Do)," "Mustang Sally," "Funky Broadway," and "Land of 1000 Dances"; and

WHEREAS, "Wicked" Wilson Pickett produced songs in the 1970's that topped the charts, with such tunes as, "Engine Number 9," "Don't Let The Green Grass Fool You," "Don't Knock My Love," and "Funky Situation"; and

WHEREAS, "Wicked" Wilson Pickett was an influential songwriter, having written scores for Led Zeppelin, Van Halen, The Rolling Stones, Aerosmith, the Grateful Dead, Booker T. and the MG's, Bruce Springsteen, and Hootie & the Blowfish; and 

WHEREAS, "Wicked" Wilson Pickett received honors and awards too numerous to list, including: induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, the Pioneer Award by the Rhythm and Blues Foundation, and a Grammy nomination for the album It's Harder Now; and

WHEREAS, "Wicked" Wilson Pickett traversed these earthly bounds on Thursday, January 19, 2006, leaving behind a fiancee, Gail Webb; two sons, Lynderrick and Michael; two daughters, Veda and Saphan; several brothers; several sisters; a host of relatives; numerous friends and acquaintances; and a world of fans and admirers; and 

WHEREAS, "Wicked" Wilson Pickett will be interred next to his mother, Lena, in Louisville, Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby honor the late "Wicked" Wilson Pickett for his contributions to the music industry, and for his role in the development of soul music for the enjoyment and pleasure of all Americans.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of "Wicked" Wilson Pickett.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to A. D. Porter & Sons Funeral Home, 1300 West Chestnut Street, Louisville, Kentucky 40203, for distribution to the family of "Wicked" Wilson Pickett.

Page 2 of 2
BR161700.100-1617



