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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of the Everly Brothers, recipients of the 2006 Milner Award.

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth boasts a rich heritage as the birthplace of some of the world's great entertainers in all genres of music, including two sons born to Ike and Margaret Everly, natives of Muhlenberg County; and

WHEREAS, Isaac Donald Everly was born February 1, 1937, in Muhlenberg County, and his younger brother, Philip, was born two years later in Chicago, Illinois; and

WHEREAS, Ike and Margaret Everly passed on to their sons their love of country music and their considerable talents, laying the foundation for the rise of one of the most successful acts in popular music from 1957 to 1962 known as "The Everly Brothers"; and

WHEREAS, the brothers located in Nashville, Tennessee in the mid-1950s and became one of the first major rock and roll acts to emerge from Music City, recording with local studio musicians and singing lyrics written by Nashville songwriters; and

WHEREAS, under the tutelage of the legendary Chet Atkins, the Everly Brothers released their first single, "Keep A' Lovin' Me" in 1956, a song that added elements of Bo Diddley's riffs, teenage anxieties, and sharkskin suits, but their basic sound was still country harmony, characterized on their album, "Songs Our Daddy Taught Us"; and

WHEREAS, the Everly Brothers signed a recording contract with Cadence Records in 1957, while singing teenage favorites penned by songwriters Boudleaux and Felice Bryant replete with rhythm and blues undertones; and

WHEREAS, over the next few years, the brothers enjoyed a string of hit songs such as:  "Bye, Bye Love"; "Wake Up Little Susie"; "All I Have to Do Is Dream"; and "Birddog"; and

WHEREAS, on May 11, 1957, the brothers realized the dream of a lifetime when they made their first appearance on the Grand Ole Opry at the historic Ryman Auditorium in Nashville; and

WHEREAS, in 1960, the Everly Brothers moved to Warner Brothers Records where they recorded yet more hits before joining the United States Marines together in 1961; and

WHEREAS, according to the Country Music Hall of Fame, the recordings made by the Everly Brothers during the late 1950s and early 1960s were among "the most immaculately crafted and innovative of the era, a testament to the brothers' musical vision"; and

WHEREAS, despite a split in July, 1973, the brothers reunited in September, 1983, for a live concert at London's Royal Albert Hall, which led to the release of a new album produced by Paul McCartney and David Edmunds entitled, "On the Wings of a Nightingale" and to a new era, as the Everly Brothers resumed touring and recording together, ultimately releasing twenty-six Billboard Top 40 singles; and

WHEREAS, the Everly Brothers have been the recipient of numerous awards, including a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Recording Academy in 1977; inclusion among the first ten artists to be inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1986; a Grammy Award for Lifetime Achievement; and induction into the Country Music Hall of Fame in 2001; and

WHEREAS, Don and Phil Everly, the brothers who have traveled the world, but kept their hearts in Kentucky, have been honored with their own star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, as well as the erection of an Everly Brothers Monument located at 203 North Second Street in Central City, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, on August 25, 1988, the Everly Brothers were welcomed "home" to Muhlenberg County, Kentucky, for a concert appearance and were honored with the renaming of Chestnut Street in Central City as the "Everly Brothers Boulevard; and

WHEREAS, the proceeds from the first three concerts allowed the Everly Brothers Foundation to establish a perpetual scholarship trust fund which, in conjunction with Madisonville Community College's Partners in Progress Scholarship Endowment, has provided financial assistance for more than fifty Muhlenberg Contains attending MCC since 1990; and

WHEREAS, in 1994, the Everly Brothers, through their Foundation, and in conjunction with local education, political, and business leaders, announced the donation of a twenty-one acre tract of land to Madisonville Community College; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Muhlenberg County raised some $3.1 million, representing approximate eighty percent of the total cost, toward the development of a 22,000 square-foot off-campus MCC classroom facility attended by some 500 each semester; and

WHEREAS, these talented brothers have achieved international acclaim, while maintaining their family's Kentucky roots and values; and

WHEREAS, Don and Phil Everly are among the recipients of the 2006 Milner Award from the Kentucky Arts Council, named for the late B. Hudson Milner, a Louisville utility executive who served on that body under four consecutive governors;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby salute Don and Phil, the Everly Brothers, for their success in the field of music and for their generous philanthropic efforts they have so freely given to their "home", Muhlenberg County.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the Everly Brothers, sons of the Commonwealth, and recipients of the 2006 Milner Award.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. John Peters, Director of Development, Madisonville Community College, 2000 College Drive, Madisonville, Kentucky 42431.
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