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A RESOLUTION recognizing January, 2006, as Cervical Cancer Awareness Month in Kentucky. 
WHEREAS, cervical cancer is the second most common cancer diagnosed among women throughout the world; and
WHEREAS, in the United States, there are an estimated 10,300 new cases of cervical cancer and 3,700 deaths from the disease each year; and
WHEREAS, in Kentucky there are an estimated 223 new cases of cervical cancer, 54 deaths attributable to the disease each year, and the incidence and mortality rates are higher in Kentucky than the U.S. national average; and
WHEREAS, the primary cause of cervical cancer is infection with human papillomavirus (HPV), a virus commonly found in healthy women; and
WHEREAS, in the United States, between 60 percent and 80 percent of women diagnosed with cervical cancer have not had a Pap test in the past 5 years, and many have never had a Pap test at all; and

WHEREAS, early detection is the key to detecting cervical cancer during its pre-cancerous stages, and the incidence of and mortality from cervical cancer has been greatly reduced through the use of annual Pap tests which can detect pre-cancerous lesions that may be treated before a cancer develops; and
WHEREAS, in the United States, cervical cancer disproportionately impacts certain racial and ethnic populations.  Black women have the highest age-adjusted mortality rate from cervical cancer, followed by Hispanic women; and

WHEREAS, cervical cancer cases in the United States are generally attributed to a lack of education, a lack of access to regular cervical cancer screening, and inaccurate screening; and

WHEREAS, experience shows that increasing cervical cancer awareness among women, especially underserved women, significantly reduces the probability of mortality from the disease; and

WHEREAS, women are entitled to proper cervical cancer information so that they are empowered to make informed health care decisions and have access to routine screening, including the most accurate methods available; and
WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky recognizes that education and learning can help women lower their likelihood for developing cervical cancer, and that early detection can result in the successful treatment of the disease after it develops; and

WHEREAS, the good health and well-being of the women in Kentucky are enhanced through efforts to spread awareness about cervical cancer; and
WHEREAS, Kentucky is pleased to join in recognizing and applauding the valuable role that the Cancer Control Partners in Kentucky and families and advocates for cervical cancer victims play in helping the medical community advance the fight against this disease;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body recognizes January, 2006, as Cervical Cancer Awareness Month and encourages all of Kentucky's citizens to participate in this observance.
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