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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in memory and honor of Coretta Scott King.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to one of the most influential women leaders in our world today and a leading participant in the Modern-day Civil Rights Movement, whose remarkable partnership with the late Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., along with their vision of, commitment to, and sacrifice on behalf of social justice and peace, changed the course of United States history.

WHEREAS, Coretta Scott King, born to Bernice McMurry Scott and Obadiah Scott on April 27, 1927, in Marion, Alabama, experienced the injustices of discrimination and endured the humiliation of racial segregation at an early age by, among other things, having to walk five miles each day to attend the one-room, all-black, Crossroad Elementary School, while white students rode busses to a closer, all-white elementary school; and
WHEREAS, Coretta Scott King graduated from Lincoln High School, where she was valedictorian of her class; received a scholarship from Antioch College in Yellow Springs, Ohio, where she earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Music; and received a scholarship to study concert singing at the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston, Massachusetts, where she earned a degree in voice and violin; and

WHEREAS, Coretta Scott King and Martin Luther King, Jr. met at Boston University and were subsequently married on June 18, 1953, and to that union four children were born: Yolanda Denise King, born November 17, 1955, in Montgomery, Alabama; Martin Luther King III, born October 23, 1957, in Montgomery, Alabama; Dexter Scott King, born January 30, 1961, in Atlanta, Georgia; and Bernice Albertine King, born March 28, 1963, in Atlanta, Georgia; and

WHEREAS, Coretta Scott King retired from singing to devote herself to her husband and to nurturing their children; and she served as a civil rights leader in her own right, supported her husband in his endeavors, and found ways to put her musical gifts and talent to service the cause of civil rights by creating and performing a series of critically acclaimed Freedom Concerts, which combined poetry, narration, and music to tell the story of the Civil Rights Movement and provided needed funds for the Southern Christian Leadership Conference; and

WHEREAS, Coretta Scott King was vocal in her opposition to capital punishment and the 2003 invasion of Iraq, and was an outspoken advocate of racial and economic justice, women's and children's rights, lesbian and gay dignity, religious freedom, the needs of the poor and homeless, full employment, health care, educational opportunities, nuclear disarmament, ecological sanity, alleviation of gun violence, and AIDS/HIV prevention; and

WHEREAS, Coretta Scott King was the namesake of a medal awarded for excellence in children's literature; was instrumental in permanently honoring and preserving the memory of her late husband by lobbying for more than a decade for a national Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday; was author of the book "My Life With Martin Luther King, Jr."; and was founder of the multimillion dollar Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change, based in Atlanta, Georgia; and

WHEREAS, Coretta Scott King has been honored by several United States Presidents on different occasions, including receiving an invitation to the state funeral of former President Lyndon B. Johnson in 1973, being present when former President Ronald Reagan signed legislation establishing a national holiday in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and receiving an invitation to attend the first inauguration of George W. Bush in 2001; and

WHEREAS, Coretta Scott King received honorary degrees from many institutions including Princeton University and Bates College, and other honors, awards, and accolades too numerous to list;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby honor and memorialize the late Coretta Scott King for her lifelong commitment to the American Civil Rights Movement; the international struggle for human rights and liberation from racism, colonialism, oppression, and discrimination; and the international movement toward peace and justice.

Section 2.   This body acknowledges the enduring legacy of Coretta Scott King and her placid calm nature, grace under pressure, and dignity of character, and praises the monumental impact she has had on all Americans.

Section 3.   The members of the Senate hereby express their utter sense of bereavement upon the death of Coretta Scott King, and extend to her family their heartfelt sympathy and condolences.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is authorized and directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to The King Center, Freedom Hall, 449 Auburn Avenue NE, Atlanta, GA 30312.
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