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A RESOLUTION memorializing Kentucky coal miner Edwin Pennington.

WHEREAS, since the founding of our nation and this Commonwealth, the coal miner has entered darkness from darkness in the pre-dawn morning and returned from that darkness to the darkness of night after a long and dangerous day's labor; and

WHEREAS, although progress has been made relating to working conditions and to health and safety, tragedies here in Kentucky during recent years remind us all that coal mining is still one of the most dangerous occupations, and these tragedies should serve as a reminder that there is still much work to be done relating to mine safety and mine safety enforcement; and

WHEREAS, on June 16, 2004, coal miner Edwin Pennington did not return from the mine's darkness to the light and to his family after a long and dangerous day's labor; and

WHEREAS, on the day before, June 15, 2004, Edwin Pennington confided to his wife that the mine in which he worked was not safe and that he feared for his life; and

WHEREAS, on the following day Edwin Pennington did bravely return to the mine with a video camera in an effort to document the life-threatening conditions in which he and his fellow miners worked; and

WHEREAS, on that day, Edwin Pennington died in the very act of documenting the unsafe working conditions and the imminent danger he and his fellow workers were in; and

WHEREAS, subsequent mine investigations supported the veracity of Edwin Pennington's fears and found "high negligence" on the part of the mining company, and also found that knowledge regarding significant cracks in the roof was not communicated to Edwin Pennington or the men working with him; and

WHEREAS, Edwin Pennington's forethought, bravery, and sacrifice contributed to the initiation of a study of retreat mining, and a more general recognition of the need for better safety regulation and enforcement; and

WHEREAS, despite any good that may come of Edwin Pennington's death, he leaves behind a wife and family who continue to grieve for him and mourn his loss; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Edwin Pennington continues to leave a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breath of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   Senate does hereby express its continued profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Edwin Pennington and extends to his family and friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The Senate acknowledges that Edwin Pennington, in the arduous and dangerous nature of his work, and in the key contribution of his labor to Kentucky's economy, epitomized all the best of working men and women in the Commonwealth.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Edwin Pennington.
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