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A RESOLUTION urging the development of a statewide system of stroke care.

WHEREAS, according to the American Stroke Association, every 45 seconds someone in the United States has a stroke, and every three minutes someone in the United States dies from a stroke; and

WHEREAS, stroke strikes approximately 700,000 Americans each year and accounts for more than 11,000 hospitalizations in Kentucky each year; and

WHEREAS, in 2001, more than 2,500 Kentuckians died from stroke; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has the 12th highest rate for stroke in the nation; and

WHEREAS, stroke is a leading cause of serious, long-term disability in the United States with approximately 4.8 million stroke survivors today; and

WHEREAS, in 2006, the estimated direct and indirect cost of stroke is $57.9 billion; and

WHEREAS, the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Science concluded that fragmentation of the delivery of health care services frequently results in less than optimal treatment, increases safety concerns, and often demonstrates inefficient use of health care resources; and

WHEREAS, the Institute of Medicine has recommended the establishment of coordinated systems of care that integrate preventive and treatment services and promote patient access to evidence-based care; and

WHEREAS, the American Stroke Association, a division of the American Heart Association, is dedicated to improving stroke prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation through research, education, advocacy, and the development and application of scientifically based standards and guidelines; and

WHEREAS, science currently shows that only a three-hour window exists for optimal treatment of some stroke patients; and

WHEREAS, the American Stroke Association recommends the development and implementation of a statewide stroke system of care in Kentucky to ensure that patients have timely access to the most advanced treatment in centers that are best designed and equipped to deal with the critical needs of stroke patients; and

WHEREAS, the main components of a statewide stroke system include primordial and primary prevention, community education, notification and response of emergency medical services, acute stroke treatment, subacute treatments, secondary prevention, rehabilitation, and continuous quality improvement activities;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate urges all public and private entities to work with the General Assembly to establish a cohesive statewide system of stroke care for all Kentucky residents stricken by stroke.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the American Stroke Association Task Force of the American Heart Association, 210 Malabu Drive, Suite 125, Lexington, Kentucky, 40503 and a copy to the Kentucky Department for Public Health, 275 East Main Street, Frankfort, Kentucky, 40621.
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