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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Roy Chapman, breeder and owner of Kentucky Derby winner Smarty Jones.

WHEREAS, on February 17, 2006, the thoroughbred horse world lost a champion upon the passing of Roy Chapman. Mr. Chapman and his wife, Pat, were the owners of several automobile dealerships in the Philadelphia area when they began their foray into the horse industry in the 1980s, and they eventually owned Someday Farm in Chester County, Pennsylvania, and several stakes-winning horses; and

WHEREAS, on February 28, 2001, a colt was born, the product of the Chapmans' I'll Get Along and stallion Elusive Quality. That colt was named after Pat Chapman's mother, Mildred, who was nicknamed "Smarty Jones" as a know-it-all youngster, and he would later thrill the world as the underdog winner of the Kentucky Derby; and

WHEREAS, Roy Chapman, who suffered from respiratory disease for many years, found new energy in his young colt, and in 2004, Smarty Jones won the Derby and the Preakness, but lost to Birdstone in the Belmont. Upon discovering bruises in his hooves, the Chapmans decided to retire the horse and he now stands at stud at Three Chimneys Farm. Mr. Chapman, affectionately known as "Chappy," was, in the words of a Churchill Downs official, "the very embodiment of the Kentucky Derby dream. Roy Chapman will always be an inspiration for those who pursue the dream of winning the Kentucky Derby, and we're all better for having known him";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its sorrow at the passing of Roy Chapman, and extends to his wife, children, and grandchildren its sincere condolences.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in memory and honor of Roy Chapman, husband, father, grandfather, and sportsman.
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