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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Congressman Hal Rogers as he celebrates 25 years of service in the United States House of Representatives.

WHEREAS, Hal Rogers, a native and lifelong advocate of rural southeastern Kentucky, has served his Commonwealth for a quarter century. Elected to Congress in 1980, he has earned a reputation for getting things done. He has worked tirelessly on behalf of Kentucky's 5th Congressional District, always putting the concerns of the people of southern and eastern Kentucky first; and

WHEREAS, his mission has always been the same: to bring jobs, better education, and more opportunities to families in southern and eastern Kentucky. The results of his service can been seen in communities throughout the 5th District: public works projects to provide flood control and clean drinking water; business and tourism development projects to create jobs; and job training and education programs to give people, young and old, the chance to succeed on their own; and

WHEREAS, Rogers has tenaciously pursued initiatives that promote long-term economic growth in his rural district. He was instrumental in creating several regional development organizations, including the Southeast Kentucky Economic Development Corporation; the Southern Kentucky Agricultural Development Association; the Southern and Eastern Kentucky Tourism Development Association; and Forward in the Fifth, which promotes better education; and

WHEREAS, he was the driving force behind the creation of the Center for Rural Development, a state-of-the-art facility serving as an economic development and telecommunications hub for a 42-county region of the Commonwealth. The Center and its professional staff cultivate and promote the region's economic, educational, natural, and cultural resources to create better opportunities for the people of southern and eastern Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Rogers has spearheaded a massive cleanup initiative called PRIDE - Personal Responsibility in a Desirable Environment. PRIDE is the first comprehensive, region-wide, local, state, and federal cooperative designed to address the serious challenge of cleaning up the region's rivers and streams of sewage and garbage, ending illegal trash dumps, promoting environmental awareness, and renewing pride in eastern and southern Kentucky. Since the PRIDE program began in 1997, Rogers has secured nearly $185 million in federal funding for various projects throughout the region; and

WHEREAS, in 2003, Rogers worked to created Operation UNITE, a regional anti-drug initiative empowering citizen groups and community leaders. UNITE, which stands for Unlawful Narcotics Investigations, Treatment & Education, seeks to fight the drug epidemic by expanding drug awareness and education programs to keep people from using drugs; coordinating treatment and outreach programs for those who are already addicted; and operating regional undercover law enforcement task forces for interdiction and prosecution of those dealing drugs. Rogers has directed $32 million in federal funds to the counter-drug initiative to date; and

WHEREAS, Hal Rogers, a member of the House Appropriations Committee since his second term, is one of the "College of Cardinals," an elite group of 13 House members who chair an Appropriations Subcommittee and have jurisdiction over the $820 billion in federal funding that operates the nation's government programs. In January of 2003, he was selected by his colleagues to serve as the first chairman of the Subcommittee on Homeland Security, which funds and oversees the United States Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the nation's security programs; and

WHEREAS, as a senior member of the Subcommittee on Transportation, Rogers works to ensure that the nation's transportation system will meet the growing demands of the future. Rogers also works to build better roads and fund other transportation improvements that promote economic development and tourism in Kentucky. One of this top transportation priorities for Kentucky is the construction of Interstate 66, which will provide a new east-west highway stretching from Pikeville to Paducah;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate salutes Congressman Hal Rogers upon 25 years of dedicated service to the citizens of his district, his Commonwealth, and his country.

Section 2.  When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Congressman Hal Rogers.

Section 3.  The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Congressman Hal Rogers, 551 Clifty Street, Somerset, Kentucky 42501.
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