UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  03/14/06
06 REG. SESS.
06 RS SR 238/EN


A RESOLUTION requesting the Program Review and Investigations Committee to conduct a study of the siting of electric transmission lines in the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, the siting of new electric transmission lines is vital both to the electric infrastructure in the state and thereby the maintenance of Kentucky's low electric rates; and

WHEREAS, few land use issues are more difficult and controversial than the siting of new electric transmission lines; and

WHEREAS, the existing mechanism whereby siting decisions are made has, at times, produced results which fail to adequately consider available options, which may be the result of flexibility limits imposed by the process, and which may be the result of giving excessive or insufficient weight to important factors;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Program Review and Investigations Committee is requested to study the process by which electric transmission siting decisions are made. Among the factors to be considered in the study should be: adequate presentation of alternate routes, the economic factors which play into site selection, whether the process is impeding the development of new transmission lines, and if the public hearing process adequately meets the needs of affected landowners and local citizens.

Section 2.   The Program Review and Investigations Committee shall report its findings and recommendations, if any, to the Legislative Research Commission on or before December 15, 2006.

Section 3.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to forward a copy of this Resolution to the Legislative Research Commission in Room 300 of the Capitol.
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