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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory of our friend and former colleague Ron Cyrus.

WHEREAS, Ronald R. Cyrus was born July 10, 1935, to the late Elden and Adeline Cyrus, and lost his valiant battle with cancer on February 28, 2006. He faced his illness with the same dignity, courage, and determination with which he lived his life; and

WHEREAS, the son of a Pentecostal minister, Ron developed an early love of music and, for a time, was a member of the gospel singing group the Crownsmen. He passed on his passion for music to his son, Billy Ray, now an internationally renown country music star; and

WHEREAS, Ron Cyrus was a 1959 graduate of Russell High School, a graduate of Ashland Community College, and attended the University of Kentucky. Serving in the House of Representatives from 1976 until 1996, he was a strong advocate for working men and women, as he fought for safety reforms and the preservation of our workers compensation system. He served as Chairman of the House Labor and Industry Committee and was Vice Chair of the Cities Committee, and was also executive secretary-treasurer for the Kentucky AFL-CIO from 1984 to 1998, and served with Alan Greenspan on the Federal Reserve Board. His pleasant demeanor and steadfast character made him a friend to all, and his devotion to the legislative institution as the people's branch of government will be long remembered; and

WHEREAS, following his legislative service, Ron and his wife retired to Menifee County, surrounded by the Daniel Boone National Forest, and enjoyed the outdoors and the horses he loved to show. He also devoted his time and energy to serving as chairman of the Billy Ray Cyrus Foundation, which has donated over half a million dollars to various charities providing assistance to underprivileged children, primarily in the Kentucky, Ohio, and West Virginia tri-state area; and

WHEREAS, Ron Cyrus leaves behind his loving wife, Joanie Cyrus; two sons, Billy Ray Cyrus of Nashville and Kevin Cyrus of Flatwoods; three daughters, Cheri Rosenberger of Westerville, Ohio, Lisa Combs of Lexington, and Angie Cyrus Roos of Baltimore; and 14 grandchildren and four great-grandchildren; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its sincere condolences upon the passing of our beloved friend and colleague, and wishes peace and comfort to the family of Ronald R. Cyrus.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Ronald R. Cyrus.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Joanie Cyrus, 1410 Cyrus Court, Frenchburg, Kentucky 40322.
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