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A RESOLUTION urging the United States Congress not to sell portions of the Daniel Boone National Forest.

WHEREAS, the Daniel Boone National Forest runs the eastern length of the Commonwealth from north to south, and includes 21 counties; and

WHEREAS, the Daniel Boone National Forest has been a protected treasure of the Commonwealth since 1937; and

WHEREAS, the Daniel Boone National Forest has some of the highest aquatic fauna diversity in the nation and supports nearly 60 percent of Kentucky's native fish; and is a protection for the waters of several major watersheds, encompassing the headwaters of six major Kentucky rivers; and

WHEREAS, the forest is home to the highest concentration of endangered species in Kentucky and provides habitat for wide-ranging species such as elk and black bear; and

WHEREAS, the Daniel Boone National Forest has been designated as one of America's most endangered national forests due to development and road construction generally, and efforts to exploit lumber and mineral resources; and

WHEREAS, it should be the policy of the United States Forest Service to enlarge the forest lands under protection and management within the 1937 proclamation boundary; and

WHEREAS, in fact, the United States Forest Service presently plans to sell at auction 4,518 acres of Daniel Boone National Forest land in 47 tracts located in 12 counties in order to meet payments to counties that will be required by an extension of the federal Secure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act; and

WHEREAS, this land sale is only part of a nationwide sale of about 300,000 acres of public lands; and

WHEREAS, this sale represents only a one-time, stop-gap method for meeting scheduled payments, but may set a precedent for using such public land sales to meet future government obligations; and

WHEREAS, after a public hearing and comment period, the United States Congress will be called upon to approve of this land sale, or find alternative means of funding and assisting counties impacted by undeveloped national forest lands;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do hereby urge the Congress of the United States not to approve these intended land sales of portions of the Daniel Boone National Forest.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall forward a copy of this Resolution to each member of the Kentucky delegation to the Congress of the United States.
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