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A RESOLUTION honoring University of Kentucky Women's Basketball Coach Mickie DeMoss, 2005 SEC Coach of the Year.

WHEREAS, Mickie DeMoss became the sixth head coach in the history of the University of Kentucky women's basketball program; and

WHEREAS, in the two years prior to DeMoss's arrival, the UK women won just 20 games, with only five coming in conference play; and

WHEREAS, Mickie DeMoss's influence was immediately felt by the Wildcats during the 2003-2004 season, when a painfully young and inexperienced squad finished with an 11-17 record and showed vast improvement in the rugged Southeastern Conference; and

WHEREAS, during the 2004-2005 season, DeMoss's Wildcats continued to improve, posting an 18-16 record, the Cats' first winning season since 2000, and reaching the semi-finals of the Women's National Invitational Tournament; and

WHEREAS, this season proved to be the coming-out party for the UK women, as a squad with only two seniors posted a 20-7 record overall and a 9-5 conference record; and

WHEREAS, the 2005-2006 Wildcats recorded the most wins (20) since 1999, the most Southeastern Conference wins (9) in school history, and the highest conference finish (fourth) in 23 years; and

WHEREAS, the impressive work of Mickie DeMoss was fully recognized by her colleagues in the Southeastern Conference, who voted her the 2006 SEC Coach of the Year, the first time a UK women's basketball coach has received such an honor; and

WHEREAS, in typically self-effacing fashion, Mickie DeMoss credited her players, saying simply "It all boils down to the people who work for you and under you. I have to give my players and the support staff and everybody a lot of credit"; and

WHEREAS, the contributions of Mickie DeMoss to the University of Kentucky women's basketball program, the lives of her players, and the game of basketball are truly deserving of applause and recognition;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do applaud the accomplishments of the 2005-2006 University of Kentucky women's basketball team, congratulate Head Coach Mickie DeMoss on being named the 2006 SEC Coach of the Year, and wish the team the best of luck in the upcoming NCAA Tournament and in the seasons to come.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to Mickie DeMoss, in care of the University of Kentucky.
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