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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Chris McCarron, horse racing legend.

WHEREAS, Chris McCarron was born on March 27, 1955, in Dorchester, Massachusetts, one of nine children of Herbert and Helen McCarron, and began working with horses during high school as a hotwalker for trainer Odie Clelland. After graduation, he continued to learn to train and ride thoroughbred race horses at Suffolk Downs in Boston, then at Bowie Race Course in Maryland. In his first race on January 24, 1974, Mr. McCarron finished last aboard Most Active, but earned his first win the following month aboard Erezev; and

WHEREAS, Chris McCarron competed professionally for 28 years, including four years in Maryland and 24 years in California, throughout North America, and around the world. In 1974, still an apprentice, he rode a record 2,100 races and won a record 546 contests to lead the nation, a record which stood for 15 years. The following year, he led the nation by riding 465 winners to become the first jockey ever to win more than 1,000 races in a two-year period. During his career, Mr. McCarron won six Triple Crown events: the Kentucky Derby in 1987, aboard Alysheba, and in 1994, atop Go For Gin; the Preakness in 1987, riding Alysheba, and in 1992, guiding Pine Bluff to the finish; and the Belmont Stakes in 1986, on Danzig Connection and in 1997, aboard Touch Gold. His career also included nine Breeders' Cup victories; he was the national leader in races won in 1974, 1975, and 1980, and the top money winner in the United States in 1980, 1981, and 1984; and he was the first jockey in history to reach the $200 million earnings plateau. He has also been the recipient of numerous awards from many corners of the racing world, including his induction into the National Museum of Racing and Hall of Fame in 1989; and

WHEREAS, on June 23, 2002, Chris McCarron retired from racing as the all-time leader in earnings, having earned over $264 million in purses, and moved to sixth in the win category with 7,141 wins. Since that time, he has been a color commentator for major racing events including Triple Crown and other events on ABC, NBC, ESPN, HD Net, and TVG. Chris McCarron served as Race Designer for the feature film Seabiscuit and played the role of War Admiral's jockey, Charlie Kurtsinger. In addition to his victories on the track and his public endeavors, Mr. McCarron has been a generous philanthropist, co-founding the Don MacBeth Memorial Jockey Fund, which assists disabled jockeys and their families both financially and emotionally. Since its inception, that organization has raised more than $2 million to assist over 1,600 jockeys and their families; and

WHEREAS, this American legend continues to contribute to the world of horse racing by working tirelessly to help the Sport of Kings maintain its stature in the world of sports, and hopes to establish a world-class jockey and racing school in Lexington, Kentucky, with the hope of producing future riding stars in the sport;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate salutes racing legend Chris McCarron and extends its gratitude on behalf of horse racing fans everywhere for the years of excitement, thrills, and the example of outstanding sportsmanship he has given the world.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Chris McCarron, sportsman, star, and philanthropist, and extends to him, his wife, Judy, and his daughters, Erin, Stephanie, and Kristin, every good wish for a long and happy retirement.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Senator from Scott 17 for presentation on behalf of the members.
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