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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Sam Rubin.

WHEREAS, on February 13, 2006, the world of horse racing lost a true giant with the passing of Sam Rubin, owner of legendary race horse John Henry. Mr. Rubin, who was raised in New York and owner of a bicycle import company, had been a racing fan for years when he purchased John Henry for a mere $25,000 in 1978; and by the time the horse was retired in 1984, he had won 39 of 83 races and a record $6.5 million; and

WHEREAS, racing for the Dotsam Stable belonging to Sam Rubin and his wife, Dorothy, John Henry was named Horse of the Year in 1981 and 1984 and won racing's first million dollar race, the Arlington Million at Arlington Park in 1981. Mr. Rubin was honored by the New York Turf Writers' Association as the "Person Who Did Most for Racing" and "Outstanding Owner" in 1981. In 1984, the Rubins retired John Henry, the world's richest thoroughbred, to his native Kentucky, where he recently celebrated his 31st birthday at home at the Kentucky Horse Park; and

WHEREAS, Sam Rubin is survived by his wife and partner, Dorothy; a son, Tom Levinson; a daughter, Phyllis Leighton; and several grandchildren and great-grandchildren;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its deep sense of sadness at the loss of racing great Sam Rubin, and extends to his family and friends its sincere condolences.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of the late Sam Rubin.
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