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A RESOLUTION commending the Kentucky National Guard for its response to the Hurricane Katrina catastrophe.

WHEREAS, at the end of August, 2005, parts of Southern Louisiana and Southern Mississippi were hit and subsequently devastated by the Category 5 storm, Hurricane Katrina; and 

WHEREAS, immediately following the hurricane, Kentucky National Guard personnel deployed to the afflicted areas and commenced hurricane relief missions; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky National Guard operated water and food distribution points and provided medical support for the people devastated by Hurricane Katrina; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky National Guard established a satellite communication system in Louisiana and Mississippi; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky National Guard provided security at the Baton Rouge Convention Center, opened and operated the Alexandria Airport, and provided maintenance and cooks to Mississippi; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky National Guard supplied OH-58 aircraft to support the New Orleans Police Department and provided command and control to all National Guard assets in the New Orleans relief effort; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky National Guard operated the logistics supply area at New Orleans and provided transportation of food, water, and fuel; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky National Guard, specifically the 123rd Special Tactics Squadron Search and Rescue, established Search and Rescue and Helicopter Landing Zone operations providing twenty-four (24) hour search and rescue; and

WHEREAS, the 123rd Special Tactics Squadron also supported Search and Rescue assets arriving from other states and provided ongoing support from home state and unit personnel; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky National Guard facilitated the evacuations of 11,927 people stranded in the wake of the hurricane; and

WHEREAS, a total of 1,365 Kentucky Air and Army National Guard personnel were deployed out of state in direct support of relief operations in Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, and Florida; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky National Guard plays a major role in both the national defense and in supporting disasters here at home;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby honor and commend the Kentucky National Guard for its valiant efforts in the Hurricane Katrina relief mission.

Section 2.   The Senate recognizes that the Kentucky National Guard provides an invaluable service to this state and the United States of America.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does in honor of the Kentucky National Guard.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to Major General Donald C. Storm, Adjutant General of Kentucky, Office of the Adjutant General, Boone National Guard Center, 100 Minuteman Parkway, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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