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A RESOLUTION honoring the efforts and accomplishments of the 2005-2006 University of Louisville Men's Basketball team.

WHEREAS, fresh off an NCAA Final Four appearance in 2005, the University of Louisville Men's Basketball team had high hopes for continued NCAA Tournament success in 2006; and

WHEREAS, a difficult combination of severe injuries and inexperience resulted in a disappointing record in the Cardinal's first year in the Big East Conference; and

WHEREAS, the Cardinals, denied a bid to the NCAA Tournament, instead accepted a bid to the 40-team National Invitational Tournament; and

WHEREAS, the re-energized Cardinals, finally recovering from debilitating injuries and as healthy as they have been all season, played with gusto, joy, and verve in their first three NIT games, all victories played in front of raucous crowds at storied Freedom Hall; and

WHEREAS, the three NIT games have given the home crowd one last opportunity to say farewell to the team's lone senior, guard Taquan Dean, who, as healthy now as he has been through his injury-plagued career, is asserting himself as the undisputed leader of this team and one of the most beloved Cardinals of all time; a player who, when asked how he would like to be remembered by Cardinal fans, said simply, "That I was all heart"; and

WHEREAS, the three victories in the NIT have landed the Cardinals in the NIT Final Four at historic Madison Square Garden in New York; and

WHEREAS, the efforts and accomplishments of the Cardinals have given players, coaches, and fans alike a silver lining to an otherwise dark cloud of a disappointing season and have stoked renewed optimism in greater success for the Cardinals in future seasons;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this Senate, both individually and collectively, do hereby salute the effort and resiliency of the University of Louisville Men's Basketball team, which overcame staggering injuries and other obstacles to success during the 2005-2006 season, and wish the team and everyone associated with it continued success in all future endeavors.
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