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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of James Fredrick "Fred" Paxton.

WHEREAS, Fred Paxton was born on December 28, 1932, to the late Edwin John Paxton Sr. and his wife, Florence Brown Paxton, and departed this life on April 2, 2006, at the age of 73 years. A graduate of the University of Notre Dame, Mr. Paxton served three years in the United States Air Force, where he was a member of a B-47 flight crew. Chairman of the Board of the Paxton Media Group, Mr. Paxton had previously served as president of the company, as publisher of The Paducah Sun, and a president of WPSD-TV, in a business career that spanned nearly half a century. Over time, the Paxton family's media company owned 29 daily newspapers and dozens of weeklies in nine states. He also served as president of numerous civic, industrial, community, and educational organizations; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Paxton served four terms as chairman of the NBC Affiliates Board, served a three-year term as chairman of the Maximum Service Telecasters, and also served as president of the Kentucky Broadcasters Association. Although he met with presidents, counseled governors, and worked with the most powerful people in the broadcast industry, he remained a humble person, remembered as a man who lived his life by the Scriptures with dedication to his faith, his work, and his family. He was a quiet philanthropist, helping the disadvantaged, and he and his wife established a million-dollar fund called the "McCracken County Community Career Endowment" to improve the lives of African-Americans in the Paducah area; and

WHEREAS, Fred Paxton was preceded in death by his parents; a sister, Louise Paxton Gallagher; and a brother, Edwin J. Paxton. He is survived by his wife of 51 years, Peggy Sabel Paxton; four children, James F. Paxton, Jr.; David M. Paxton; Nancy L. Paxton Desai; and Richard E. Paxton; a brother, Frank R. Paxton; a sister, Patricia Paxton Brockenborough; and 12 grandchildren;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby expresses its deep sense of sorrow upon the passing of Fred Paxton, and extends to his family, friends, and community its sincere condolences.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Fred Paxton, public servant.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Peggy Paxton, Paxton Media Group, 201 South Fourth Street, Paducah, Kentucky 42003.
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