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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Reverend Denvis Rush.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Reverend Denvis Rush, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Denvis Rush was born in 1919, and he traversed these earthly bounds in the Year of Our Lord 2005, after having served his God faithfully for 66 years; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Denvis Rush was the beloved husband of Juanita Rush; he was the devoted father of Joyce Rush Woods; and he also leaves behind four grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, he began his spiritual journey in 1938 at the Bell County Baptist School; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Denvis Rush preached the Gospel in over a dozen churches before the Lord called him to Horse Creek Baptist Church; and 

WHEREAS, Reverend Denvis Rush served his God and the people of the Horse Creek Church for 37 years; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Denvis Rush also served as the pastor of the Lily Grove Baptist Church for 14 of the years that he was also pastor of the Horse Creek Church; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Denvis Rush retired from the ministry after 37 years, but still heard the call of God and continued serving several churches in both Jackson and Laurel counties; and

WHEREAS, the retired Reverend Denvis Rush agreed to serve as an "interim" pastor for the Providence Baptist Church in 1991; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Denvis Rush served his neighbors, his community, and his God tirelessly for 14 years as the "interim" minister of the Providence Baptist Church; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Denvis Rush preached the Good News of Jesus almost to the day of his death, giving the last of his over 10,000 sermons just 24 hours before he passed on; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Denvis Rush took his message of Faith, Love and Hope not only to the people of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, but also around the world, having made mission trips to Africa, Korea, Indonesia, and South America; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Denvis Rush served as an inspiring example to all who met him by his great Christian faith and insight, acknowledging his love of God by saying once, "...thank the Lord for saving me, for the sacrifice He made, for loving me enough to die in my place..." whilst admitting his human frailties, by saying, "...then I want to thank the Lord for calling me into the ministry even though I didn't want to accept it"; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Reverend Denvis Rush has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Reverend Denvis Rush and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Reverend Denvis Rush.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Tom Jensen for presentation to the family of Reverend Denvis Rush.
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