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A RESOLUTION honoring the Joseph Project.

WHEREAS, Hurricane Katrina left hundreds of thousands of people without homes, food, or any method of survival; and

WHEREAS, rescue operations in the disaster areas could not service all of the people in need because there were not enough resources available on site; and

WHEREAS, the relocation of victims to different areas allowed more communities to be involved more quickly and effectively in assisting national relief organizations; and

WHEREAS, relocating hurricane victims gave communities outside the immediate disaster area opportunities to band together and provide care in a local setting, where greater personal attention could be offered; and

WHEREAS, the Joseph Project is a faith-based community initiative founded to provide aid for the victims of Hurricane Katrina by relocating them and providing basic needs in a locale outside the disaster area; and 

WHEREAS, the Joseph Project has offered housing and job opportunities to the displaced victims of Hurricane Katrina, extending south to Elizabethtown, Kentucky, north to New Albany, Indiana, and east to Frankfort, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the relief effort of the Joseph Project has been accomplished by the generous donations of housing and supplies from hundreds of people across the state and throughout the region; and 

WHEREAS, to date, the dedicated efforts of project volunteers has helped over 200 people find homes and jobs in the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the Reverend Randy Hollis, Pastor of the Believer's Church in Louisville, demonstrated his compassion, leadership, and dedication to helping those most in need, by initiating this faith-based community relief effort; and

WHEREAS, Michael Ekbundit, Executive Director of the Joseph Project, spent countless hours organizing, staffing, managing, and administering all facets of the Joseph Project to ensure the program's success; and

WHEREAS, the following organizations came together in a time of crisis to support the Joseph Project: Shockey Tours; Marmon-Herrington, Appalachian Regional Healthcare; Craig & Landreth Auto Dealers; CINTAS; Bullitt County Schools; City of New Haven, Kentucky; Hikes Point Christian Church; Believers Church; Louisville Restaurant Coalition; McAllister's Deli; United Food and Commercial Workers Union, Local 227; Charlie's Homes; Tom Thieneman Real Estate Partnership; John E's Restaurant; Subway, Jefferson Mall, Louisville; Kilbourn Medical; Angel Flights; Monteplast; Chateau Royale Apartments; Green Meadows Apartments; Church of God of Prophecy, Leitchfield, Kentucky; Lawrenceburg United Pentecostal Church; Norton Healthcare; Toby Tours; New Albany Police Department; Louisville Fire Football; St. Margaret Mary Catholic Community; Veredus Asset Management, LLC; Parkway United Methodist Church; and Grace Coach Lines, Denver, Colorado; and

WHEREAS, the Joseph Project has demonstrated the kindness, generosity, and benevolence of all of its community and project volunteers;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby honor and commend the Joseph Project and its community relief effort to relocate and provide basic needs to the displaced victims of Hurricane Katrina.

Section 2.   The Senate recognizes the valiant efforts of the Joseph Project's organizers, workers, and volunteers, as they provided an invaluable service to the victims of Hurricane Katrina.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the following: Michael Ekbundit, 807 Rolling Ridge Circle, Simpsonville, Kentucky 40067; and Reverend Randy Hollis, The Believer's Church, 7905 Smyrna Pikeway, Louisville, Kentucky 40228.
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