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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Sergeant First Class Christopher W. Phelps.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Sergeant Christopher W. Phelps, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Christopher W. Phelps was born on March 11, 1966, in Louisville, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on June 23, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Christopher W. Phelps was the loving son of Priscilla and Herman Phelps, both of whom predeceased him; he was the loving husband of Bobbi Phelps; he was the proud father of three daughters, Taymarie Bark, Raesana Phelps, and Jeyavani Phelps, and a son, Christian Phelps; he was the caring brother of five sisters, Deborah Gober, Anita Phelps, Pamela Phelps-Ellis, Jacqueline Phelps, and Katherine Lee, and two brothers, Herman Phelps and Kenny Phelps; and he also leaves behind many other loving family members; and

WHEREAS, Christopher W. Phelps graduated in 1984 from Male High School in Louisville, Kentucky, where he was a basketball and track star, as well as an all-state football player who led his team to the state playoffs; and he was a member of Male High School's Reserve Officers Training Corps program; and

WHEREAS, following high school, Christopher W. Phelps attended Kentucky State University and Northeast Mississippi Junior College before joining the Army; and

WHEREAS, Christopher W. Phelps joined the Army in 1986; he served in the Army for 19 years, including a tour in the first Gulf War as a tank driver; and, most recently, he was assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, based at Fort Carson, Colorado; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Christopher W. Phelps was mobilized to Iraq in March, 2005, bravely supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom; and

WHEREAS, on June 23, 2005, the life of Sergeant Christopher W. Phelps ended prematurely  when his Humvee hit an improvised roadside bomb in Baghdad, Iraq; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Christopher W. Phelps served his country with honor and distinction, and he was buried with full military honors; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Christopher W. Phelps was highly regarded by all who knew him as a patriotic, caring man who loved his job; members of his platoon endearingly call him "Dad"; and he was a meticulous planner, who intended to retire from the military in March, 2006, and bought a house in Colorado for his family; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Sergeant Christopher W. Phelps and is deeply grateful for the sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans and to ensure the freedom of the Iraqi people; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Sergeant Christopher W. Phelps has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Sergeant First Class Christopher W. Phelps and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Sergeant First Class Christopher W. Phelps.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the wife of Sergeant Christopher W. Phelps, Mrs. Bobbi Phelps, 7344 Edgebrook Drive, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80922.
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