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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Specialist Ronnie D. Williams.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Specialist Ronnie D. Williams, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Ronnie D. Williams was born on May 22, 1979, a native of Chicago, Illinois, and longtime resident of Northern Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on July 17, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Ronnie D. Williams was the loving son of Howard Williams of Morning View and Sherry Williams of Cold Spring; he was the devoted husband of Darlene Williams of Morning View; he was the loving father of a son, Houston David Williams; and he also leaves behind two sisters, Crystal Herzog of Hebron and Kathy Williams of Taylor Mill, and two brothers, Jeff Williams of Erlanger and Howard Williams Jr. of Richwood; and

WHEREAS, Ronnie D. Williams graduated from Simon Kenton High School in 1998; and

WHEREAS, Specialist Ronnie D. Williams joined the United States Army in 2002, where he was a tank driver assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, based in Fort Carson, Colorado; and

WHEREAS, Specialist Ronnie D. Williams was deployed to Iraq in 2004, where he bravely supported Operation Iraqi Freedom; he was profoundly affected by the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, which strengthened his desire to defend our country; he courageously served our nation with honor and distinction for more than three years, including two tours of duty in Iraq; and

WHEREAS, on July 17, 2005, the life of Specialist Ronnie D. Williams ended prematurely when his M1A2 Abrams tank left the road and entered a canal during patrol operations in Baghdad, Iraq; and

WHEREAS, Specialist Ronnie D. Williams was buried with full military honors in Independence, Kentucky; he received the Army Commendation Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, and the Iraqi Campaign Ribbon; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Specialist Ronnie D. Williams, and is deeply grateful for the sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans and to ensure the freedom of the Iraqi people; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Specialist Ronnie D. Williams has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Specialist Ronnie D. Williams, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Specialist Ronnie D. Williams.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to Mrs. Darlene Williams, 3986 Conley Road, Morning View, Kentucky 41063; Mrs. Sherry Williams, c/o Chambers & Grubbs Funeral Home, P. O. Box 6049, 8461 Dixie Highway, Florence, Kentucky 41022-6049; and to Mr. Howard Williams, c/o Chambers & Grubbs Funeral Home, P. O. Box 6049, 8461 Dixie Highway, Florence, Kentucky 41022-6049.
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