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A RESOLUTION honoring Kentuckian and Major League Baseball player Brad Wilkerson on MLB Day 2006 in Frankfort.

WHEREAS, Brad Wilkerson was born June 1, 1977 in Owensboro, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Brad Wilkerson attended Owensboro Apollo High School, where he played four sports but shone the brightest playing baseball, compiling a career .449 batting average and a career pitching record of 37-10, achievements for which he was named Mr. Baseball in Kentucky for 1995; and

WHEREAS, Brad Wilkerson attended the University of Florida, where in addition to being a standout on the Gators' Baseball squad, he majored in sports management; and

WHEREAS, Brad Wilkerson was the starting center fielder on the gold-medal-winning American baseball team at the 2000 Olympics in Sydney, Australia; and

WHEREAS, Brad Wilkerson made his major league debut on July 12, 2001, starting in left field for the Montreal Expos against the Tampa Bay Devil Rays; and

WHEREAS, Brad Wilkerson was a constant and solid player for the Expos, now known as the Washington Nationals, playing in over 650 games and amassing 580 hits and scoring 369 runs; and

WHEREAS, on April 6, 2005, Brad Wilkerson became only the 21st player to hit for the cycle twice in his career when he accomplished the feat against the Philadelphia Phillies; and

WHEREAS, Brad Wilkerson recently signed a free agent contract with the Texas Rangers and is expected to be their starting center fielder for next season;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do hereby proclaim Brad Wilkerson to be an outstanding citizen of the Commonwealth and an exemplary role model for the young student athletes in the Bluegrass State, and congratulate him on his accomplishments.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall forward a copy of this Resolution to Senator Brett Guthrie for presentation to Brad Wilkerson.
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