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A RESOLUTION honoring Kentuckian and Major League Baseball player Austin Kearns on MLB Day 2006 in Frankfort.

WHEREAS, Austin Kearns was born May 20,1980 in Lexington, Kentucky, the son of Dan and Jan Kearns; and

WHEREAS, Austin Kearns attended Lexington Lafayette High School, where he was named Kentucky's Mr. Baseball in his senior year of 1998; and

WHEREAS, Austin Kearns was offered a baseball scholarship to the University of Florida but decided instead to sign with the Cincinnati Reds, who had drafted him with the 7th pick overall in the 1998 draft; and

WHEREAS, after several productive seasons in the minors, Austin Kearns exploded onto the major league scene in 2002, appearing in 107 games before an injury cut short his season, and leading all National League rookies in hitting, on-base percentage, and slugging percentage; and

WHEREAS, Austin Kearns's career to this point has been plagued by injuries, yet in 2005 he was able to appear in 112 games for the Reds and posted career best numbers with 38 doubles, 18 home runs, and 67 RBIs; and

WHEREAS, Austin Kearns is the loving husband of Abby, and the proud father of son Aubrey;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do hereby proclaim Austin Kearns to be an outstanding citizen of the Commonwealth and an exemplary role model for the young student athletes in the Bluegrass State, and congratulate him on his accomplishments.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall forward a copy of this Resolution to Senator Brett Guthrie for presentation to Austin Kearns.
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