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A RESOLUTION honoring former University of Kentucky baseball coach Keith Madison.

WHEREAS, Keith Madison is a native of Brownsville, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, on June 7, 1978, at the age of 26, Keith Madison became the 22nd head baseball coach at the University of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Keith Madison's impact on the baseball Wildcats was immediate, taking over a team that had set a record for the most losses in school history and, in his first year, guiding his team to a 29-18 mark and setting a school record for victories in a season; and

WHEREAS, over his 25 seasons at UK, Keith Madison's Wildcats averaged 29 wins a season and advanced to the NCAA tournament in 1988 and 1993, while playing in the toughest baseball conference in the entire country; and

WHEREAS, when Keith Madison guided the Wildcats to the 1988 NCAA Tournament, it marked the first time in 38 years UK had participated in that event; and

WHEREAS, when he left UK, Keith Madison was the third-winningest coach in SEC baseball history; and

WHEREAS, Keith Madison left his mark on the national college baseball scene as an active member of the American Baseball Coaches Association, serving as that organization's president in 2000; and

WHEREAS, Keith Madison also influenced international competition with USA Baseball, when he served as the pitching coach for the U.S. national team in 1999; and

WHEREAS, Keith Madison worked tirelessly to improve facilities for UK baseball, the end result being the state-of-the-art 3,000-seat Cliff Hagan Stadium that is home to the baseball Wildcats; and

WHEREAS, Keith Madison coached an amazing array of talented players during his tenure at UK, including 44 All-SEC players, 9 All-American selections, 85 players who signed to play professional baseball, and 14 eventual major leaguers; and

WHEREAS, Keith Madison's successes as a coach and a person have been the result of a simple yet profound formula of team unity, character building, sportsmanship, and integrity ;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do hereby proclaim Keith Madison to be an outstanding citizen of the Commonwealth and salute his decades of service to the University of Kentucky, his players, and the sport of baseball.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall forward a copy of this Resolution to Senator Brett Guthrie for presentation to Keith Madison.
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